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Pension application of William Harper R559  Sarah Barrett1    f7VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      2/20/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
The State of Texas County of Hopkins 
 On this 14th day of January A.D. 1856 Personally appeared before me an acting Justice of 
the Peace within and for the County and state aforesaid Sarah Harper aged 79 years a resident of 
Hopkins County, County & State aforesaid, the surviving widow of William Harper deceased 
who being duly sworn according to law declares that she is the widow of William Harper 
deceased who was a private in the company commanded by Captain Parker in the Regiment of 
__ commanded by __ in the war with Great Britain in the year 17__.  That her said husband 
entered at __ in the State of Virginia on or about the __ day of A.D. 17__for the Term __ years 
and continued in actual service in said __ for the Term of __ years and was discharged at __ on 
the __ day of __ A.D. 17__ as will appear by Muster Roll.  She further states that she was 
married to the said Harper in the State of Georgia on the 25 day of December 1776 filed one the 
Reverend being a Minister of the Gospel and that her name before her said marriage was Sarah 
Rawls.  And her said Husband died in Louisiana on the __ day of __, 1811.  And that she is now 
a widow at the date of executing this her declaration.  She makes this declaration for the purpose 
of obtaining the Pension Money to which [she] may be Entitled to under the Act Approved __ 
18__ Allowing Pensions to revolutionary Soldiers.  She further states that she has not sold pledge 
or mortgage her right to the Claim she now applies for up to this date. 
      S/ Sarah Barrett 

      

                                                 
1 former widow 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/

