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Pension application of Benjamin Howard R5273     f10VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      5/1/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
Kentucky, Harlin [Harlan] County & Circuit to wit 
 On the 12th of July 1837 before the Honorable Joseph Eve Judge of the 15 Judicial 
District in open Court, Benjamin Howard, aged between sixty and sixty-one, a resident Citizen 
of Harlan County Kentucky upon his oath according to law made and subscribed for the purpose 
of obtaining the benefit of the Act of Congress of 7 June 1832 for the benefit of the Officers and 
soldiers of the Revolutionary War, Spies &c That on the __ day of __ , the year forgotten, in 
Russell County State of Virginia he enlisted as a private for nine months under Captain Hawkins, 
Andrew Colvin was Lieutenant or Ensign which he does not remember, in the Regiment 
commanded by Colonel Andrew Lewis, his Major forgotten, the Regiment was raised by the 
State of Virginia to guard the frontiers of said State against the Indians: After his enlistment he 
was detached under Colvin aforesaid to Cumberland Gap, where he was stationed at a block 
house to guard the movers ajst. [sic, against?] 1 the Indians & frontiers.  While there three men 
were killed on Cannon Creek, he under Colvin pursued them to Hickory Gap on Emerys River, 
but did not overtake them.  They buried the dead under the command of Colvin.  Near the close 
of his term aforesaid Colvin marched back to Russell County aforesaid & his term of service 
aforesaid having expired he received a written discharge which he has long since lost – he got his 
discharge from Colonel Lewis aforesaid – in Russell County aforesaid – Previous to this he 
served by the command of the Officers of Russell County as a private soldier in forts in Russell 
County in actual service in two forts upwards of a year.  The forts were Blackmore's and  
Panetton's [?]2 fort in Russell.  He was in service when Blackmore's Fort was taken: In this 
service in standing guard he enlisted for no particular period, but the service he performed was 
commanded by the head officer of the County as he understood by the authority of the State of 
Virginia – he was to receive from the State so much per month, a part only he received – he 
served under divers officers in the forts and on scouting parties, Hawkins was commander mostly 
until he enlisted as aforesaid – For this service he never received any written discharges. 
He has stated his age.  He states his name is not on the pension roll of any state, or the United 
States; that he never received anything whatever for his services under the Act of Congress 
aforesaid, nor from any state, hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension except the 

                                                 

1  

2  

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/


present.  His name he supposes can be found on the roll of said Regiment, but he refers to the 
evidence of Colvin aforesaid.  In the same Company & Regiment he had three other Brothers, 
Thomas, James & John – James & Thomas lives in Floyd County Kentucky, who draw pensions 
for said service as he is informed, enlisted at the same time & for the same term of time. 
The reason why he has not applied sooner for a Pension is that he has always been informed the 
Act of Congress aforesaid did not apply to his case. 
      S/ Benj. Howard, X his mark 
[General George Brittain and John G Crump gave a supporting affidavit as to the age and 
reputation of the applicant.] 
 
State of Kentucky Rockcastle County 
 This day Andrew Colvin a citizen of the County aforesaid aged seventy, the 12 of last 
March.  He remembers there was a young man under his Command by the name of Benjamin 
Howard, and from the correct narrative given by him at Cumberland Gap he thinks he must have 
been with him.  Howard is mistaken in this in saying that Lewis was a Colonel, he was only 
Captain, Commandant and had the command of all the troops in that section.  It is a mistake that 
he was under Hawkins, but was under Captain Lewis.  Hawkins was a Lieutenant under Lewis, 
but afterwards made Captain. 
      S/ Andw Colvin 

       


