
Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters 
 
Pension application of Dennis Hopkins R5208    fn144NC1 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     5/17/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Where the meaning is not 
compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  
Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks 
appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates 
that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the 
military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that 
provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, 
and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use 
speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my 
southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all 
misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than 
words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand 
eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[fn p. 3] 
State of Kentucky Clinton County: County Court January Term 1843 
 On this the 2nd day of January A.D. 1843 personally appeared in open court, Dennis 
Hopkins a resident citizen of the County aforesaid aged eighty-two years the 13th day of July 
last, having a record of the same being born on the 13th day of July 1760, being born in Orange 
County North Carolina, and raised in Randolph County said State, where he lived in time of the 
Revolutionary war, and after being duly sworn for that purpose on his oath makes the following 
Declaration in order to obtain the Benefit of the act of Congress passed 7th of June 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States a drafted light horse soldier in Randolph 
County North Carolina in the fall of 1780, believed to be in October cannot give the day of the 
month with precise certainty, entered for three months under Captain William York, and Major 
Thomas Dogin [Thomas Dugan?] and served three months Ralph Low Lieutenant, has now 
forgotten the name of the Ensign, and served with John Aldred,2 Christian Morris, John Julin, 
Jacob Staley, Archibald Hopper & Ezekiel Craft,3 and others, he was drafted at the house of Billy 
Coal [Billy Cole?] and marched down deep River ranging and ranged through the County of 
Randolph and Chatham, and stationed some considerable time at the barracks in Chatham 
County on the plantation of Colonel Littrell [John Luttrell], and a portion of the times stayed at 
Bell's Mills in Randolph, where was our head quarters, and marched Chatham and continued 
traversing the Counties of Guilford, Orange, Guilford and Chatham had a skirmish with the 
Tories in Randolph was fired on by them, and served out the full Term of three months and had a 
written discharge from Captain William York having served out the time, believed to and 

                                                 
1 Sic, There are only 61 pages in this file relating to this veteran. The balance of the documents in the file (beginning 
at page 63 relate to Ebenezer Hopkins W7781 of Vermont.  The file also contains (at page 62 a Bounty Land 
Warrant Record Card for a Driver Hopkins, a private in the Pennsylvania line.] 
2 John Aldred R79 
3 Possibly the same man as Ezekiel Croft (Craft) S16739 

http://www.southerncampaign.org/pen/
http://southerncampaign.org/pen/r79.pdf
http://southerncampaign.org/pen/s16739.pdf


sometime in January 1781, as near as he can recollect was discharged at the Barracks in Chatham 
County North Carolina. 
 Declarant again volunteered about the first of April as near as he now recollects, and in 
the ensuing spring for three months under said officers, the time word so difficult, that he felt 
more safe in service, that otherwise.  Served as before a horseman being in 1781, marched down 
Sandy Creek continued down the River and stationed again at Bell's Mills, and again at the 
Barracks on Colonel Luttrell's plantation and continued to range through the Counties of 
Chatham, Randolph and Guilford, and caught many of the Tories, whipped, killed and hung 
many of the Tories, and helped to disperse and drive the Tories out of the Country and having 
served out the full term of three months marched to Randolph Courthouse and there again had a 
written discharge from said Captain William York, discharged as he believes in July sometime 
cannot state the precise time with further certainty than herein stated.  Declarant moved in about 
four years after in Randolph County said State and lived there next after his marriage thirteen 
years, and moved to Clark County State of Georgia lived there ten years, thence to Wayne 
County Kentucky where he has lived about thirty-two years, is now stricken off into Clinton 
County Kentucky, 
 Declarant has no written or documentary evidence of his service and knows of no person 
by whom he can prove his service, that has a positive knowledge of the same, but he has no 
doubt, but he can prove by many of his old acquaintance that he is and has been so reputed by 
them that has been acquainted with him for about 30 years last past he will name Reuben Owens, 
Esquire and Benjamin Hancock Esquire of the same church with him, he will mention others 
George Delaney, a revolutionary man of this County, he will mention Vachel Lessly and Robert 
A. Dabney of his acquaintance, and believes many others would depose that they have a full 
belief of his service from the tradition of the country founded on a long acquaintance.  He hereby 
relinquishes every claim to a pension except the present.  Declarant has delayed making an 
application for a Pension principally because he knew of no person by whom he could prove his 
service, and not needing the benefit of said law some years past as much as he does now. 
He states his name is not on the Pension Roll of the agency of any State.  Declarant lost both 
discharges in Kentucky some years past. 
 Sworn to & subscribed in open court January term 1843 
S/ Rice Maxey, Clk     S/ Dennis Hopkins 

       
[Westley Owens, John Wade and Jacob Holsapple gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[fn p. 19: On February 7, 1845 in Clinton County Kentucky, the veteran filed another complete 
application; in this application he states he is 84 years old; he substantially restates his service as 
set forth above; on page 20 he lists the following man as being fellow soldiers who could prove 
his service if living: Archibald Hopper, a Freeman, John Aldred, Jesse Stroud, John Julian, 
Ezekiel Croft, Jacob Staley, John McGee.  This application was supported by a standard affidavit 
given by A. Davis, a clergyman, and L. Hopkins.] 
 
[fn p. 9: finding by the Court dated November 1852 in Clinton County, Kentucky that Dennis 
Hopkins died in said County June 26, 1850 leaving the following his only surviving children to 
wit: Dennis, Thomas, Joshua, Mrs. Nancy Newkirk, Mrs. Martha Ledford, Mrs. Sally Leslie, and 
Mrs. Epsy Long and that Dennis Hopkins is administrator of the estate of Dennis Hopkins 



deceased.] 
 
[fn p. 30: certificate dated January 27, 1853 from the North Carolina Comptroller listing 
payments made to a Dennis Hopkins for military services during the revolutionary war.] 
 
[fn p. 12: The printed list of 1852 shows the cause of suspension: "For lack of proof of service."] 


