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Pension application of Thomas Hisle (Hisel) R5046  Nancy Hisle  f17VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      4/3/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky County of Madison 
 On this 12th day of February 1844 personally appeared before the undersigned a Justice 
of the peace in and for the above written County and State Nancy Hisle a resident of the County 
of Madison and State of Kentucky aged ninety-five years, who being first duly sworn according 
to law doth on her oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the 
provision made by the act of Congress passed July 4th 1836.  That she is the widow of Thomas 
Hisle who was a soldier of the revolution from the County of Culpeper and State of Virginia in 
the militia, she is unable to state the names of the officers he served under but she well recollects 
that he served three tours of three months each.  She states that she has heard her husband speak 
of the officers he served under but from her great age and loss of memory and being much 
afflicted she cannot state their names at this time, but she well recollects hearing him say that he 
and Michael Berk1 served under the same Captain and was in the same mess, the three tours that 
he was out.  She recollects that she had two children when her husband was in the service.  That 
she is now very old and infirm and very poor and have never had an opportunity before this to 
have the pension of applied for and at this time she is fearful that she is unable to have the proof 
required by the rules of the Department, but she well recollects that her husband was out in the 
war of the revolution and that she was at home with her children when he was out fighting for 
the liberty that we are now enjoying.  She prays that such evidence as she has be taken in her 
case and a pension for 9 months service be granted her, as that is the time she knows he served.  
She further declares that she was married to the said Thomas Hisel [sic] on Friday in March 
1777; that her husband, the aforesaid Thomas Hisle died on the 23rd of February 1832 and that 
she has remained a widow ever since his death, as will more fully appear by reference to the 
proof hereto unto annexed.  She states that the marriage was in Culpeper County Virginia and his 
death took place in Madison County Kentucky.  She says that she has raised seven children and 
her oldest is a son and is named Benjamin he was born in 1779, she believes that he was born in 
the month of February. 
      S/ Nancy Hisle, X her mark 
 
I Joseph Hisel a resident of the County of Madison and State of Kentucky aged 60 years state 
that I am the 3rd son of Thomas Hisel and that Nancy Hisel that made this declaration is the 
widow of Thomas Hisel and she has remained a widow ever since his death and I have never 
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heard it doubted but that they were legally married.  Given under my hand this 12th day of 
February 1844 
      S/ Joseph Hisle, X his mark 
 
I Robert Burk a resident of the County of Madison and State of Kentucky aged 56 years, State 
that I have heard my father Michael Burk who was a pensioner say that he served 3 tours with 
Thomas Hisel in the war of the revolution and was in the same mess.  I have often heard them 
both speak of being in the same mess, given under my hand this 12th day of February 1844 
      S/ Robert Burk, X his mark 
 
I Robert Covington2 a resident of the County of Madison and State of Kentucky, aged Eighty-
five years state that I have been acquainted with Thomas Hisle and Nancy his wife ever since my 
earliest Recollection.  I knew them before their marriage and ever since until his death, I was not 
at their marriage but from the information of the neighbors I have no doubt but that they were 
lawfully married, I further state that I never heard it doubted but that they were lawfully married, 
I know that they lived together as husband and wife until his death, and raised a family of 
children and their oldest son is named Benjamin, and I further state that I believe that he was a 
soldier of the Revolutionary War.  I was in service myself from the same County that he went 
from, for which services I now draw a pension, although I was not in the same Regiment with 
him, but I know that I served two years and four months with two of his brothers that was 
younger than he was, but I was told that he was out as a militia man, my knowledge of Thomas 
Hisle and Michael Burk as men of Respectability and truth and a long acquaintance I had with 
them, from the information of other respectable persons, I have no doubt but that they served 
together as has been stated, and I know that Nancy Hisle is the widow of the same Thomas Hisle 
and that she has remained a widow ever since his death.  I have heard her declaration read, and 
believe that it contains the truth.  Given from under my hand this first day of March 1844. 
      S/ Robert Covington, X his mark 
 
I John Burke a resident of the County of Madison and State of Kentucky aged 53 years, state that 
I have often times heard my father, Michael Burke, who was a pensioner of Madison County 
Kentucky, state that he hauled Thomas Hisle from the hospital, or place where the sick was kept 
in time of the Revolutionary War, and that he, Hisle, was taken sick in the service, and had to be 
brought home from there, and he, Burke, was the man that brought him home from there, and I 
further state that Nancy Hisle is the widow of the same Thomas Hisle and has remained a widow 
ever since his death, Given under my hand this first day of March 1844. 
     S/ John Burke, X his mark 
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