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Pension application of William Harper R4631                       f40VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      2/20/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Georgia County of Pike: 
 On this the 19th day of Me in the year 1841 personally appeared before me Hugh G 
Johnson a Judge of the Inferior Court of Pike County State of Georgia William Harper of the 
state & County aforesaid (who is unable to appear in court from bodily infirmity) aged eighty-
three sometime during the present year, the month and date of his birth he has no means of 
ascertaining, but was born in the year 1758, who being duly sworn according to law doth on his 
oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the 
act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That he volunteered in Sussex County Virginia sometime during the year 1778 under 
Captain Richard Harvell of the militia of Sussex County and marched from Sussex to 
Southampton, Prince George, Surry & Isle of Wight, and were kept constantly marching to guard 
and protect the country from the depredations of the Tories & British; this was a six weeks Tour 
of duty but served seven weeks and were then discharged, ï and the next tour of duty that he 
performed was in the year 1779 to the best of his recollection, it was under Captain Yearby, his 
Christian name I cannot recollect, but think it was John, who commanded a company of Cavalry 
from Sussex County Virginia, the Tour I served under Captain Yearby in the Cavalry was a 
Volunteer Tour of three months, ï marched from Sussex County, under Captain Yearby, to 
Portsmouth, Prince George, Southampton, Surry, Norfolk, Cabin Point, South Key, the Long 
Bridge & dismal Swamp North Carolina, was in no engagement during this Tour of duty, but 
took fifteen Tories near South Key, in one body, with their Captain, who was by the name of 
Ballard, were kept constantly marching & reconnoitering, until our three months Expired and we 
were discharged near South Key, received my discharge, but which is long since lost, The next 
Tour of duty I performed was a six week volunteer Tour under Captain James Vaughn of 
Brunswick County, to the best of my recollection; I volunteered in Sussex & joined him in 
Sussex as he marched through that County; ï and marched into Prince George, Southampton & 
Petersburg, and were kept constantly marching & reconnoitering in that section of the country 
until our six weeks expired, it was a six weeks Tour, though we served seven weeks, this last tour 
of duty was served in the fall of the year 1779 to the best of my recollection during this Tour of 
duty we were in no engagement, the next service I performed was a Volunteer Tour of six weeks 
in the early part of the year 1780 under Captain Drewry Dunheart, of Sussex County, and 
marched to & through Prince George, Surry, Southampton & that section of the Country 
reconnoitering, guarding & patrolling, until our time expired, was in no engagement, and this 
was the last Tour of duty I performed. 
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 And that this applicant hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a Pension or annuity 
except the present and he declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of any Agency, in any 
State. 
 And the reason that he has not sooner applied is that he has been almost helpless for 
several years & could not travel to get his writing done by any person who pretended to know 
anything about it without exhausting & fatiguing himself so much that he could not bear it.  And 
this declarant has no other evidence whereby to establish his claim except his own oath, that he 
knows of from the great length of time that has intervened from the rendering of the Services 
until the present time. 
 Sworn to and subscribed before me the day & year aforesaid 
S/ Hugh G Johnson, JIC    S/ William Harper, X his mark 
 To the first interrogatory, he answers I was born in Sussex County Virginia as I was 
informed by my parents in the year 1758, the month & day I have no means of knowing. 
 To the Second he answers I have no record of my age. 
 To the third, he answers I have lived in Hancock, Jasper and Pike counties Georgia & 
previous thereto I lived in Virginia & North Carolina. 
 To the fourth he answers I volunteered every time. 
 To the fifth he answers I can state the names of Major Soward of the Cavalry, Colonel 
Parker (Major DeCluman, a French officer) [Christian Charles de Klauman], Colonel 
Meriwether, their Christian names I cannot recollect. 
 To the sixth he answers I received one written discharge & it was for three months 
service in the Cavalry Company, but I have long since lost it. 
 To the 7th, he answers I can named John B Reid and Willis Mangham.  
[John B Reid and Willis Mangham gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[A typed letter in this file indicates that the application was rejected because the veteran failed to 
establish 6 months actual service in an organized Corps as required under the 1832 act to qualify 
for a pension thereunder.] 


