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Pension application of Sowell (Lowell) Frazer (Frazier) 1 R3767 Sarah Frazer  f33NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 1/7/09 & 6/11/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina, Granville County: Superior Court of Law, September Term 1832 
 On this 5th day of September A. D. 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the 
Honorable James Martin a Judge of the Superior Court of Law and courts of Equity of this State 
aforesaid, now sitting for the County & State aforesaid Sowell Frazier a Citizen of Stokes County and 
State aforesaid who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his Oath, make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and served 
as herein stated viz.: 
 He was drafted in the Infantry in Granville County, and entered into Service under Captain 
William Gilliam, Isham Harrison Lieutenant and Peter Badgett Ensign William Moore was Colonel 
Elijah Moore Major we were first under the command of General Butler [John Butler] – and afterwards 
were placed under the command of General Davidson [William Lee Davidson].  In service in this 
Campaign we marched from Granville through Hillsborough to Bells Mill where we halted for a few 
days, thence we marched through Salisbury by Phifer's Mills to the neighborhood of Charlotte in 
Mecklenburg County our service was in the neighborhood of Charlotte and round about in that 
Country.  And after the capture of the Tories at Rugeley's Mills [December 4, 1780] by Morgan2 I was 
sent with a detachment to Salisbury in charge of the Prisoners – while stationed on the Yadkin [River] I 
was one of the detachment who were sent to the Shallow Ford under the Command of Colonel 
Armstrong Major Pugh & Richard Harrison Captain against the Tories.  The enemy having been 
attacked and defeated [Battle of shallow Ford, October 14, 1780] by the light Horse just before we 
reached the battle ground we thence marched to Salem and thence to Head Quarters on the Yadkin. 
 I have erroneously stated this affair at the Shallow Ford to have taken place while we were 
stationed with the Prisoners on the Yadkin.  It did not take place then but when we were on our march 
to join the Army & before the prisoners were put in our charge. 
 Our term of service having expired about the 15th of December we were marched under our 
officers to the Alamance Creek where we were discharged and each man had his discharge delivered to 
him.  This has been lost or destroyed long since.  Our Term of service was for three months – which we 
fully served. 
 The next tour of duty I served in, was as a volunteer on a three months service – I was 
commanded by Peter Bennett as Captain and Thomas Grant as Lieutenant, Drury Smith had the 
Supreme Command.  We were sent into Virginia on the Roanoke River on an Expedition to catch fish 
for the Army.  This duty was early in the spring of 1781.  It was immediately after the battle at Guilford 
[March 15, 1781] and the fish was designed [sic desired?] for the use of the Army under General 
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2 Daniel Morgan was not at the taking of Rugeley's mill.  The Whigs in that action were commanded by Colonel William 
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Greene [Nathanael Greene].  Here we served our full term of three months and were discharged but my 
discharge has been long lost or mislaid. 
 Sowell Frazier further states that he was born in the County of Bertie & State of North Carolina 
on the 9th of April 1764.  I have no Register of my age except that which I have made in my own Bible 
from the information derived from my parents.  I am also informed by them that day he removed to 
Granville within six weeks after my birth.  I married at the age of 19 & removed at 20 westward & 
settled in Surry now Stokes North Carolina – where I now live. 
 His several Tours of duty can be proved by James Terry & Alan Howard to citizens of Granville 
County who both served in each tour with this applicant. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim to a Pension or annuity except the present and he declares 
that his name is not on the Pension roll of the agency of any State or Territory. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
      S/ Sowell Frazer 

       
 
We, James Terry3 & Allen Howard4 residing in the County of Granville hereby certify that we are well 
acquainted with Sowell Frazier who has subscribed and sworn to the above declaration.  That we were   
Brother soldiers in the two tours of duty specified in his said declaration.  That we each served in both 
of them with the said Sowell Frazier and under the officers he has named except that Terry was in the 
light Horse & Howard in the Infantry. 
      S/ Allen Howard 
      S/ James Terry 

       
Subscribed & sworn to in open Ct. September 1832. 
 
[p 9:  On September 6th, 1855, Sarah Frazier, 64 [first digit is written over and could be "54"], filed in 
Forsyth County North Carolina for a widow's pension under the 1853 act stating that her husband was 
pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum; that she married her husband did on April 29, 1833 in Stokes 
County North Carolina, the marriage ceremony being administered by Jubal Alda and that her husband 
died in Forsyth County on March 18, 1851.] 
 
[p 13:  In a filing or bounty land dated September 6, 1855 filed in Forsyth County, Sarah Frazer states 
that her maiden name was Sarah Davis; in this application she also gives her age as 54.  No explanation 
is offered as to the apparent disparity in her stated age.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as a 
private for 6 months in the North Carolina militia.] 
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