
Southern Campaigns American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters 
 

Pension application of Jacob Edens R3228     f9NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    11/24/08 rev'd 12/14/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[NOTE: The digital image of this application is of extremely poor quality—use this transcription 
with the upmost care and circumspection.  The images posted on Herritage quest.com are slightly 
better than the images posted on Fold3.com.  Here is what I think it says] 
 
State of North Carolina New Hanover County: Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions March Term 
1835 
 On this the 11th day of March A.D. 1835 before the worshipful Justices of the Court 
aforesaid viz. William L. Larkins, Louis H. Marsteller, & Washington Collins Esquire personally 
appeared Jacob Edens a resident of New Hanover County in the State of North Carolina aged 
seventy-four years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832 
 That he entered the Service of the United States under the following named officers & 
served as herein stated In a company of militia cavalry under Captain John Mason – Nathaniel 
Emmet [Nathaniel Emmett?] Lieutenant, William Hausley [?]1 Ensign, John Spicer Colonel, in 
the County of Onslow N. C. in February 1781 as a private and volunteer and served eight months 
in continual active duty, marched from Richland Chapel on New River in Onslow County to 
within about 10 miles of Wilmington having joined the militia of Onslow, and Coleman's 
company of regulars consisting of 500 men at the Chapel aforesaid before his march; the British 
at that time having possession of Wilmington he was constantly out and about Wilmington 
guarding against their depredations his marches were confined to the Counties of Onslow & New 
Hanover; he was in no battle.  The times being troublesome & dangerous there were was great 
demand for the services of soldiers, he consequently continued in service the whole eight months 
without intermission and left the service in the month of October 1781 -- knows of no person by 
whom he can prove it. 
 Answers of applicant to the Questions propounded by the Court 
1. I was born in Onslow County NC in 1760 or 61 
2. I have no record of my age 
3rd When called into service I was living in Onslow County NC -- Since the Revolutionary war 
I've lived for 44 years in New Hanover County & previous thereto, I lived in Onslow County NC 
4. I volunteered. 
                                                 

1  

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/


5. The only regular Officer I recollect with the troops where I served was Captain Coleman -- the 
only Continental troops I saw were a Corps of 500 men under Captain Coleman at Richland 
Chapel in Onslow. The militia Regiment commander were Colonel Spicer For the general 
circumstances of my service I refer to my declaration 
6. I never received a written discharge 
7. Nicholas Nixon, James Nixon, Nicholas N. Nixon, James Howard, Esquire, Colonel M. W. 
Campbell, Charles Nixon, William Sidbury & others I could mention. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present & 
declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
 Sworn & subscribed the day & year aforesaid 
S/ Thos. H. Davis, Clk 
      S/ Jacob Edens 

       
[James Nixon and Charles Nixon gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 


