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Pension application of James Cotrell R2350    f12VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    11/21/07 rev'd 11/18/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches 
of the database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  
Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the 
original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 
'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in 
question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits 
that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' 
affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information 
have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent 
with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the 
software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand 
eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Ohio, Pike County 
 On this ninth day of June person appeared in open Court before the Judges of the 
Court of Common Pleas now setting James Cotrell a resident of the County of Pike 
aforesaid & the State of Ohio aged ninety two years the 14th day of October 1840 who 
being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in 
order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7, 1832—That he entered the 
service of the United States under the following named officers served as herein stated he 
was first called out as a Militia man in the Summer of 1776 in a Militia company 
commanded by Capt. John Sales, he was called out in Amherst County Virginia to guard 
deserters from Amherst Court House to Williamsburg, was in the service of the United 
States something over three weeks. The captain was the only commissioned officer under 
whom he served that tour, was honorably discharged but had no written discharge. He was 
again called out in a Militia company commanded by Captain John Dawson the names of 
the Lieutenant & Ensign not now remembered. He was mustered in a regiment commanded 
by Colonel Taylor was called out about the first of September 1777 & was discharged last 
of October same year. He was called out in Amherst County Virginia, the company was 
stationed at the Court House. 
 He was again called into the service of the United States in a Militia company 
commanded by Captain Richard Ballenger, Lieutenant Thomas Jones & John Matthews, 
Ensign was called into the service in the County of Amherst, State of Virginia about the 
first of January 1781 was marched from Amherst County to Hood's fort on James River 
about forty five miles below Richmond. Left home the first part of January & was 
discharged the later part of April the following. Was stationed at the fort under the 
command of the above named officers. In the year 1782 in the spring this applicant 
volunteered in Amherst County, Va. to meet the British army & marched in a company 
commanded by Captain John Sales. Was in service about a week then discharged in 
Amherst County, Va.  He was not in any engagements while in the service. He has no 
documentary testimony or evidence & knows of no person who has testimony he can 
procure who can testify to his services. He hereby relinquishes his every claim whatever to 
a pension as annuity except the present & declares that his name is not on the pension roll 
of the agency of any State. 
       S/ James Cotrell, X his mark 
Sworn to & Subscribed the day & year aforesaid in Open Court. 
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 S/ Thomas Thompson, Clerk 
We Benjamin Daniels & Isaac Foster residing in Pike County do hereby testify we are well 
acquainted with James Cotrell who has subscribed & swears to the above voucher-petition 
that we believe him to be 92 years of age & that he is respected & believed in the 
neighborhood where he resides to have been a soldier of the Revolution & we concur in 
that opinion. 
 Sworn & subscribed  this day & year aforesaid. 
       S/ Benjamin Daniels 
       S/ Isaac Foster, X his mark 


