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Pension application of Balam Stephens R20273 Mary   fn8SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/6/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
The State of Alabama Cherokee County: Before me Jackson Smith a Justice of the peace in & for 
said County personally came Mary Stephens who is a resident Citizen of said County, and after 
being duly sworn, says, that she is the widow of Balam Stephens deceased that her said husband 
was, as she has been informed by him & as she believes a volunteer in the Service of the United 
States for three years in the War of the Revolution.  That her said husband belonged to the South 
Carolina Division of the American Army, that the name of his Captain she does not recollect.  
The company he served in was attached to the Regiment commanded by a Colonel whose name 
she believes was Norrard or Norris – that General Pickens commanded the Division to which he 
was attached.  She has no knowledge of the existence of any proof she can make of the services 
of her said husband unless it is by reference to the pay roll or Army records at Washington City.  
She makes this application and statement to the Department at Washington requesting the 
Department to furnish her a statement of such facts as the records at Washington may afford, 
which may enable her to procure the facts necessary to establish her right to a pension.  Her said 
husband died on the 27th day of February 1843, that she has not married since & is still a widow. 
       S/ Mary Stephens, X her mark 
The formal affidavit was sworn to & subscribed before me this 29th day of April 1857 and I 
certify from my own knowledge of the affiant that she is a person entitled to credit, and I believe 
she is the identical person she represents herself to be and that I have no interest in this matter. 
       S/ Jackson Smith, JP 
 
[The Department of Interior, Pension Office responded August 8, 1857, noting that they had no 
record of the service of the applicant's husband and suggested that the South Carolina records be 
examined.  There is no evidence in the file that any certificate was obtained from the South 
Carolina Comptroller General regarding the possible services of Balam Stephens.] 
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