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Pension application of Francis Patterson R20184    f10NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    8/11/09: rev'd 10/22/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[Marion County Mississippi] 
 For the purpose of obtaining the benefit of "An act for the relief of certain surviving 
officers and soldiers of the Army of the Revolution" approved on the 15th of May 1828  
 I Francis Patterson of Columbia in the County of Marion in the State of Mississippi do 
hereby declare that I enlisted in the state of North Carolina in the Continental line of the Army of 
the revolution for and during the war, and continued in its service until its termination at which 
period I was a private in Captain William Ships1 company in the 24th Regiment2 of the 
Continental line.  And I also declare that I afterwards received a certificate for the reward of $80 
to which I was entitled, under a resolve of Congress passed the 15th of May 1778. 
 And I further declare that I was not on the 15th of March 1828 on the Pension list of the 
United States. 
     S/ Francis Patterson, X his mark 
[Charles Stovall and Hugh McGowen gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
   Revolutionary Claims 
    Treasury Department, 
     25 February 1829 
 Francis Patterson of Columbia in the County of Marion in the State of Mississippi has 
applied to the Secretary of the Treasury for the benefits of the act, entitled "An act for the relief 
of certain surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolution," approved the 15th of May, 1828.  
He states that he enlisted in the Continental line of the Army of the Revolution, for and during 
the war, and continued until its termination, at which period he was a Private in Captain Ship 's 
Company, in the __ regiment of the North Carolina line; and that he received a certificate for the 
reward of eighty dollars, provided by the resolve of the 15th of May, 1778; and further, that he 
was not on the 15th of May, 1828, on the pension list of the United States, and that he has 
received as a pensioner since the 3rd of March, 1826, nothing. 
 The Third Auditor is requested to report how far the several statements are corroborated 
by the records in his Office. 
     By order of the Secretary 
      S/ F. A. Dickins 
                                                 
1 J. D. Lewis does not list a captain by this or any similar name has having served in the NC Line or militia.  
http://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/nc_patriot_military_captains.html  
2 There was no such unit in the NC Line. 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/nc_patriot_military_captains.html


 
   Treasury Department, 
    Third Auditor's Office, 
     2nd March 1829 
 It appears by the records of this office, that a certificate for the reward of eighty dollars 
has been issued to __ in the ___  
 It further appears that Francis Patterson is not now on the pension list of any agency, and 
has not been so since the 3rd March 1826 at the rate of __ dollars per month. 
 The name of Francis Patterson cannot be found among those of the North Carolina line to 
whom Certificates for the gratuity of Eighty Dollars were issued 
       S/ Peter Hagner, Aud. 
 
      War Department: Bounty land office 
The records of this office do not show that Francis Patterson of the North Carolina line ever 
received or is entitled to bounty land of the United States. 
       S/ Robert Taylor 
       28 April 1829 
 
[the addressee of the following letter is not shown in the file documents] 
Mr. Patterson has had the state inserted in which he enlisted, should it become necessary he will 
give the names of his Officers the old Soldier is in very indigent circumstances – he was out in 
the last war [reference to the War of 1812] and is most deserving of a pension – Patterson’s 
Friends here would take every pain that might be necessary to identify him as a Revolutionary 
soldier, his indigence does not arise as is too frequently the case from inebriation but he appears 
to be one of those who are destined to be poor by unforeseen circumstances that [indecipherable 
word] ingenuity, foresight and reason cannot prevent – the writer of this is aware that this 
statement cannot avail anything towards procuring a pension for the old Soldier but he knows at 
the same time that it gives pleasure to every Patriot to render all the aid and assistance that is in 
his power to those who stood the brunt of the Revolution however humble was his situation 
believing these sentiments are not only congenial to the officers of the Treasury Department but 
also to the whole American People I have made [?] 
    I am Dr Sir 
    Most Obt Servt 
    S/ Charles D. Leonard 


