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Pension application of John Spencer1 R18077     f5VA2 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    3/26/12: rev'd 8/25/21 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
Acted July 5, 1832 
Claim for commutation 
Robert W Spencer Son & heir at law of John Spencer deceased 
And Ensign or Lieutenant and Virginia State Line in Rev. War 
Power of attorney to ascertain if Commutation be due &c. 
 
Know all men by these presents; that I Robert W Spencer of Halifax County in the State of 
Virginia, Son, of John Spencer, disease, who was an officer in the Revolutionary War, and who 
continued in service to the end of the War do hereby constitute and appoint James Garden of 
Charlotte County Virginia my true and lawful attorney for me and in my name and a half, and I 
also authorize said Garden to employ an assistant at his own discretion to prosecute in the United 
States Court of Claims and before Congress and the Department of the Interior, my claim for a 
pension for services rendered by my deceased Father, the above mentioned John Spencer in the 
Revolutionary War.  His power of Attorney to be irrevocable for the term of 5 years from date. 
Witness my hand and seal this 17th day of February 1857. 
Witness 
S/ E. B. Spencer     S/ Robert W Spencer, X his mark {Seal} 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Virginia State Library online digital collection contains the following document that MAY 
relate to this veteran: 
 
King William County March 18th 1781, For valuable Consideration I do Assigned a good Right 
& title to the balance of my pay & bounty of land as a Serj. & Lieut. in the state Artillery from 
January 1777 including what is due as a Supernumerary officer to this day to William Reynolds 
for his Assigns. 
 Given under my hand at the Courthouse in the County above mentioned 
Teste 

                                                 
1 This claim MAY relate to the same veteran as John Spencer W6156.  C. Leon Harris is convinced they are the 
same man. 
2 Va. Half Pay 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://lva1.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/F/?func=file&file_name=find-b-clas39&local_base=CLAS39
http://revwarapps.org/w6156.pdf


Nathaniel Reynolds     S/ J. Spencer, Late [?] 

 
 
Addendum to John Spencer R18077 and W6156 
  Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris. 25 Aug 2021. 
[From rejected claims in the Library of Virginia.] 
 
I do hereby Certify that I held a Lieutenat’s commission in the Virginia State Regiment of Artillery 
Commanded by Colo Thomas Marshall raised during the Revelutionary War for three years and that John 
Spencer did inlist in said Reg’t as a Soldier and in consequence of said Spencer having served two years 
pryor to that period in Seventh Virginia Reg’t raised on Continental Establishment and from his Integrity 
and good conduct in Colo Thomas Marshall’s Reg’t he was appointed a Lieutenant in said Reg’t and 
received his Commission as such; and did serve untill the said Reg’t was Discharged. Given from under my 
hand this 25th day of March 1818. 
Teste                 Ben’d Lipscomb [Bernard Lipscomb] 
Ben’d Lipscomb [Bernard Lipscomb] 
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