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  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 5/4/11 & 
9/12/21 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of 
the database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  
Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the 
original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 
'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word 
or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. 
Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 
'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for 
information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the 
software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty 
six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts 
but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 20] 
State of Tennessee, Franklin County, Sct 
 On the 23rd day of January 1833 personally appeared in open Court, before the 
honorable James Coffield, James Mitchell, Judge of the Circuit Court of said County, now 
sitting, Jonas Hill, a resident of the County & State aforesaid, aged about 70 years who being 
first duly sworn according to law doth on his Oath, make the following declaration in order to 
obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress, passed June the 7th 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States & served as herein stated.  He first 
entered the service as a private soldier (Substitute for John Freeman) in Captain Samuel 
Dyer's Company of Cavalry, in the County of Surry & State of North Carolina, sometime in 
the year 1781 as well as he recollects, to serve for a tour of three months in the militia service.  
We rendezvoused at the mouth of [? looks like “Tararat” and probably is Ararat River, a 
tributary of the Yadkin] on the Yadkin River.  We marched first to the bottom of the Yadkin 
against the Tories.  We then marched near to Hillsboro where we had a skirmish with a 
detachment of the enemy.  At this time Lord Cornwallis' head quarters was at Hillsboro.  He 
does not recollect whether he was at any time attached to any particular Regiment or Brigade, 
but believes he was not.  That he & the Corps of mounted men to which he belonged were 
generally under the immediate Command of Major James Shepherd.  They were frequently 
with the main Army Commanded by General Green [sic, Nathanael Greene], while in the 
neighborhood of Hillsboro.  During the time that Lord Cornwallis occupied Hillsboro, a night 
attack was ordered upon by pickets.  The applicant was in the attack.  That night Cornwallis 
lifted his Camp and marched out of Town.  The next day we marched.  Having served the full 
term of three months, he was regularly discharged, but has since lost it with other papers. 
 In a short time after he returned home he again entered the service of the United States 
as a private soldier (Substitute for Randall Brown) in Captain William Hickman's Company, 
North Carolina, militia.  We rendezvoused at the Shallow Ford of the Yadkin & marched from 
thence to Salisbury, at which place, Captain Hickman was taken sick & he was succeeded in 
the command of the company by Captain McDowell [Samuel McDowell].  Here we were 
placed under the command of a French officer whose name is not recollected but believes it 
was Colonel Maltiortie [Marquis Francis de Malmedy] & marched to Camden in South 
Carolina, & there joined the Army commanded by Genl Greene; the Army marched from 
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thence to Thompson's old fields -- & continued on until we met the enemy at the Eutaw 
Springs, where a general engagement [September 8, 1781]3 took place between the American 
Army under the Command of Genl Greene, & the British Army under the Command of Lord 
Rawdon [sic, the British were under the command of Lt. Col. Alexander Stewart at Eutaw 
Springs].  The militia were ordered by Genl Greene to guard the Prisoners, who were 
immediately marched off the ground & were marched to Camden under the Command of the 
French officer named aforesaid who was killed in a Duel at this place by an American officer 
of the name of Sneed.4  After the death of the French officer, the detachment guarding the 
Prisoners was commanded by Col Locke [Francis Locke or Matthew Locke].  From thence we 
removed with the Prisoners near to Salisbury in N. Carolina – while lying here his three 
months tour expired; but through the solicitation of Col Locke, who had not a sufficient force 
to guard the Prisoners, he remained from one to two months longer & was regularly 
discharged by Colonel Locke which has been unfortunately lost as before stated with other 
papers. 
 He has no documentary evidence in his possession or power to prove his said services 
or any part thereof; nor can he prove the same by any person in his power to produce further 
than is done by the evidence herewith offered. 
 He states that he was born in Granville County North Carolina about the year 1763 
according to the account received from his parents.  He has no record of his age.  At the time 
he was called into service he lived in Surry County North Carolina.  Immediately after the 
close of the War, he removed to what is now called East Tennessee & was on a Scout against 
the Indians & afterwards returned to Pendleton District South Carolina where he resided 22 
years, from thence to Overton County Tennessee, resided there two years, from thence he 
removed to this County, where he has resided about 20 years & is known to many of the 
respectable citizens who can testify to his character. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity, except the 
present, & declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the Agency of any State. 
Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid.   
      S/Jonas Hill, S his mark 
[John H Morris & Thomas Wilson gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 26] 
State of Alabama Morgan County: This day personally appeared before me William A. 
Slaughter an acting Justice of the peace in & for the County aforesaid Henry Hill, who being 
duly sworn made oath as follows: viz.: that to his positive knowledge his Brother Jonas Hill 
formerly of Surry County of North Carolina was a Soldier in the United States Service during 
the revolutionary war – 
 Sworn & subscribed before made this 3rd day of December 1832 
S/ Wm A. Slaughter, JP 
      S/ Henry Hill, X his mark 
 
[p 29] 
State of Tennessee, Franklin County Sct. 
 On this 26 day of August 1833 personally appeared in open Court before the 
Worshipful, the Justices of the Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions of said County, now sitting 
Jonas Hill, a resident of the County and State aforesaid, aged about 71 years, who being first 
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duly sworn, doth on his oath, make the following Amendment or addition to his Declaration, 
in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 The first tour of duty, which he served as stated in his Original Declaration hereunto 
annexed, was three months.  The second was the same.  After the expiration of his second 
tour, he stated in his Original declaration that at the request of Colonel Locke, he remained 
from one to two months longer.  From defect of memory he is unable to state with precision 
the precise length of time, but he is confident, he remained at least one month making 
altogether seven months service, for which he claims a pension. 
Sworn to in open Court and subscribed August 26 1833 
     S/ Jonas Hill, C his mark 
[William Gibson, a clergyman, and Walter Mileham gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 6: On May 14, 1857 in Van Buren County Arkansas, Mary Castlebury, 65, filed for a 
widow's pension under the 1853 act stating that she is the widow of Jonas Hill, a revolutionary 
war pensioner; that she married him in June 1808; that they were married by one Mr. 
Jennings, JP,; that her name prior to her marriage was Mary Barnes; that her husband Jonas 
Hill died August 31, 1838 in the state of Tennessee; that on March 7, 1846 she married David 
Castlebury her second husband in Van Buren County Arkansas; he died June 12, 1856 and she 
remains a widow.]   
 
[p 11: On the same day she filed for her bounty land entitlement as the widow of Jonas Hill.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $23.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 7 
months service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 


