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Pension application of John McElhany (McIlhaney)1 R16313   f17VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      4/25/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Virginia Rockbridge County viz. 
This day John McCampbell formerly a resident of Rockbridge County now a resident of the 
State of Ohio – appeared in open Court Being a Court of Record & made oath – That he was well 
acquainted with Major John McElhaney formerly of said County of Rockbridge & who served as 
a Captain in the Revolutionary Army – & that he the said McCampbell was at the Wake of said 
John McElhaney the night after his death – & that as well as (he) recollects he died on New 
Year's Day 1806 – & was buried the succeeding Day – This affiant was at that time a neighbor of 
said McElhaney & knows that it was considered a matter beyond all doubt be he had been a 
revolutionary soldier – & further that this deponent knew all his family and children – & that at 
the time of his death he had seven children – two of whom have since died without issue – viz. 
Sophy & Betsey – the other children now surviving are Strother L McElhaney – Polly 
McElhaney – Peggy McElhaney, Jane married to David McCampbell & Ann McElhaney – This 
affiant further states that he is now between sixty-two & three years of age.    
       S/ John McCampbell 
 
This Day John Wiley a Citizen of Rockbridge County aged seventy-one years & a soldier of the 
Revolution appeared in open Court Being a Court of Record & made oath that he was well 
acquainted with John McElhaney both during the Revolutionary War & up to the time of his 
Death which occurred to the best of this affiant's memory on the first or 2nd day of January 1806.  
This affiant was with him after he had received and Injury which terminated in Death until he 
died & believes he is not mistaken as to the time.  This affiant further states that he himself was a 
soldier of the Revolution & seen the said Captain John McElhaney in the service & in command 
in the character of a Captain belonging to the Virginia State line this affiant met with him in the 
lower part of Virginia on the South side of James River – the precise place this affiant does not 
recollect – This affiant lived within one mile of said McElhaney from the conclusion of the 
Revolutionary War – until the day of his death – their Plantations adjoining each other – & 
knows the notoriety as well as the fact that had been a Captain in the Virginia Line during [the] 
Revolutionary War – This affiant also was well acquainted with the said McElhaney's family his 
wife is now dead – he left seven children – two of whom have died since his death, without issue 
viz. Sophy & Betsey – his surviving children all of whom are still known to this affiant are 
Strother L McElhaney, Polly McElhaney, Peggy McElhaney, Jane married to David McCampbell 
& Ann McElhaney.      
      S/ John Wiley 
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This day William McKee a Citizen of Rockbridge aged seventy-three years – appeared in open 
Court Being a Court of record & made oath – That he knew John McElhaney now deceased 
formerly of Rockbridge County – during the revolutionary war & afterwards – That he seen him 
at the siege of York – & knows that he served as a Captain in the Virginia State line – having 
seen him acting in his official character. 
    S/ Wm McKee 
 
State of Virginia Rockbridge County viz. 
This Day – Samuel Paxton2 aged eighty years appeared in open Court Being a Court of Record 
& made oath he the said Paxton served as a soldier during the Revolutionary War & was 
acquainted with John McElhaney who died in the said County of Rockbridge several years ago – 
that he seen the said McElhaney several times during the Revolutionary War & knows that he 
was a Captain in the Virginia State line & seen him occasionally after the war up to the time of 
his death. 
    S/ Saml. Paxton, Senr. 
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