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Pension application of Alexander Massenburg (Mapenburg)1 R16060   f6VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      3/14/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[Note: There are no documents of any substance in this file.  There is one letter dated May 28 
1852 sent from John Gammel, Administrator of the estate of Massenburg, to J. E. Heath, then the 
Commissioner of Pensions in which Gammel makes reference to depositions given in the case by 
a Mrs. Paine, but those depositions are not in the file.  There is nothing in the file that indicates 
where the substantive documents might be located.] 
_________________________________________________ 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 13-page file 
 
The Heirs of Alexander Massenburg who was a Midshipmen in the State Navy of Virginia, in the 
War of the Revolution; respectfully submit their claim for Land Bounty to the Executive; and beg 
leave to refer to the Report of the "Commissioner" John H Smith Esquire, in support thereof. 
 
 I William Jennings2 of Hampton aged eighty-two years, do hereby certify that I served as 
a Seaman in the Virginia Navy in the Revolutionary War and knew Alexander Massenburg of 
Hampton both in and since said War.  – Said Massenburg served as first midshipmen on board 
the Liberty a vessel of the Virginia Navy in the Revolution.  I cannot state the exact time of his 
service, but have no hesitation in stating that he served more than three years, and until the 
Liberty was taken from out the Service. 
 Given under my hand this 26 day of June 1835. 
     S/ Wm Jennings 

     
 
   Monday 21st of October 1776 
 Ordered that a warrant issued to Alexander Massenburg for nineteen pounds four 
shillings for his wages on Board of the Brig Liberty to the 5th next as per certificate of Captain 
Lilly 
 From page 86 
The foregoing is hereby copied from the Naval Journal. 
Given under my hand at the Auditor's office Richmond this 16th day of January 1840 
                                                 
1 Va Half-Pay  See N. A. Acc. No. 837—Virginia State Navy Alexander Massenburg Y S File Va. Half Pay 
2 William Jennings S5615 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://lva1.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/F/?func=file&file_name=find-b-clas39&local_base=CLAS39
http://revwarapps.org/s5615.pdf


     S/ Jas. E. Heath, Aud. 
 
The affidavit of Commodore James Barron3 of the United States Navy made before me a Notary 
Public duly commissioned & qualified 
 The Affiant being duly sworn stated that he was well acquainted with Alexander 
Massenburg of Hampton Virginia – that the said Massenburg was a Master in the Virginia Navy 
during the Revolutionary War.  This Affiant does not certainly know when the said Massenburg 
entered the service, but his impression is that from 1779 until the close of said War, the said 
Massenburg served as a Master – 
 The affiant also states – that he was well acquainted with George Coray he was a 
Midshipmen in said service and served as such until the close of said Revolutionary War. 
     S/ James Barron 

      
 
State of Maryland City of Baltimore, to wit 
 On this twelfth day of March in the year of our Lord 1838 before me the subscriber one 
of the Justices of the Peace in and for the City of Baltimore personally appeared Armistead 
Cully4 who being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God deposeth and saith that 
he entered in the service of Virginia in the early part of the Revolutionary War in Captain 
William Smith's Company and he was afterwards transferred to the Virginia Continentals 
command by Charles Tomkies [Charles Tompkins?] and took part in the Siege of York when 
Cornwallis surrendered [October 19, 1781] to the American troops, the deponent was born in the 
County of Matthews in the State of Virginia and was brought up to the business of a ship 
Carpenter which he followed until his removal to the City of Baltimore in the year 1818, or 
thereabouts, and his residence has continued here ever since, the deponent was well acquainted 
with Robert Cully who was an older brother of his, he served in the State Navy of Virginia on 
board of the Brig Liberty5 as the chief Carpenter, which vessel was first commanded by Captain 
Thomas Lisly [Thomas Lilly] afterwards by Captain George Rogers when she was captured by a 
British Cruiser and carried to Halifax, the said Robert Cully was on board of her at the time as 
Carpenter and did not return from captivity until about the year 1780.  Among the officers 

                                                 
3 James Barron W12264 
4 Armistead Culley S8270 
5 There were a number of vessels by that name at different times in the Virginia Navy, including:  
Liberty.  Coggins:102, ND4:672, ND5:1298, ND6:245, 728, 1227, 1409, ND7:994, brig in VA Navy, 1776, Capt 
George Goosley, and Capt Thomas Lilly, brig remained in commission until 1787.ND9:210, ND10:728, 917, in 
1777 Capt Thomas Herbert.VANavy:154, it captured British ship Jane, armed vessel Ida and Ann, ship Portland, 
and vessel from Ireland Liberty. Coggins:100, VANavy:163, ND7:850, 1053, sloop in VA Navy, 1776-77, Capts 
Walter Brooke and William Ivey.It captured the British vessels, Lark, Oliver, Susannah, and the sloop Speedwell. 
The Liberty was re-rigged as the schooner Hornet. C34.Silverstone:20.Coggins:102 
Liberty.  ND5:1051, ND6:1479, ND7:1196, ND8:1016, VANavy:152, boat, sometimes schooner-rigged, Capt James 
Barron, which captured in 1776 the British troop transport Oxford and the British sloop Dorothy, and in 1779 the 
British tender Fortunatus. Coggins:102, ND10:40, 325, 628, ND11:1171n, armed boat in VA Navy, Capt James 
Barron, 1776, 1777.Dandridge:186 shows a schooner.ND5:758, C305, one Liberty Capt was Richard Taylor, VA 
Navy, Mar 1776. .C198, another Liberty Capt was Alexander Masinburg/Massenburg of VA, Jul 1776.Eller:201, 
sold in 1789.Possibly Paullin:518, served 1776-1777. 
http://www.awiatsea.com/Other/Hough%20List%20L.html  

http://revwarapps.org/w12264.pdf
https://revwarapps.org/s8270.pdf
http://www.awiatsea.com/Other/Hough%20List%20L.html


attached to said Brig with whom this deponent was well acquainted at the time of his capture 
were Alexander Massenburg of the Town of Hampton who was a Midshipman, and Doctor 
Joseph Harrison the Surgeon of the said Brig – the said Rogers and Harrison died in prison, 
Massenburg subsequently served in the Henry Galley commanded by Captain Robert Tompkins, 
he thinks as master – The Brig Liberty was a large man of war Brig and mounted several guns 
probably as many as 18. 
      S/Armistead Cully 

      6 
[copy] 
 
[Note: the report of Commissioner Smith is not in the file] 
____________________________________ 
 
[From Virginia Half-Pay record on Fold3.com] 55 page file 
 
[p 6] 
    Pension Office 26 May 1852  
 I certify that I have examined the claim of the administrator of Alexander Massenburg, 
under the act of 5 July, 1832 for half pay, as a Sailing Master in the Virginia State Navy in the 
Revolutionary War, and that said Massenburg was entitled to half pay for life at the rate of forty 
one and two thirds cents per day or $152.08 per year, from the 22nd day of April 1783 (he having 
been a prisoner until the end of the war) to the 1st day of January, 1812, in which year he died, 
and that the amount is payable to Vespasian Ellis attorney of the Administrator. 
Approved 
Alex. H. H. Stuart 
Secretary of the Interior   J. E. Heath, Commissioner 
 
[p 16] 
Extract from Mrs. Ann Payne’s affidavit filed in the case of Surgeon William Johnston for half 
pay 
 
“In the year 1780 (she fixes this date in her memory by the unusual severity of the winter of that 
year which has ever been memorable) the said Dr. William Johnston was attached to the 
Schooner “Nicholson” commanded by Lieutenant Jennings and that he the said Dr. Johnston 
continued so attached in the capacity of a Surgeon until the said Schooner was captured by a 
British frigate late in the year 1781. At the time said Schooner Nicholson was captured, 
Alexander Massenburg was the Master, and he together with the rest of her officers, continued 
prisoners of war for some months and until immediately after the peace in 1783, when they were 
released.” 
 
[p 31] 
The deposition of Ann Payne taken before me Thomas C Peck a Notary Public within and for the 
County of Elizabeth City in the State of Virginia this 14th day of May A.D. 1852. The said 
deposition being taken by way of questions and answers, the questions being propounded by me, 
                                                 
6 His signature was taken for his pension application as the above was a copy of the original affidavit. 

https://www.fold3.com/search?view=BROWSE&columnStates=!((facetType:general.title.id,selectedLabel:%27US,%20Virginia%20Half%20Pay%20Pension%20Application%20Files,%201778-1875%27,selectedValue:%271000%27),(facetType:general.title.browse.1))&docQuery=(filters:!((type:place,values:!((label:United%20States%20of%20America,value:rel.148838))),(type:military.conflict,values:!((label:US%20Revolutionary%20War,value:US%20Revolutionary%20War)))))


to wit 
Question 1st. In a deposition given by you on the 19th of July 1851 before me, in relation to the 
Revolutionary services of Dr. William Johnston, after stating that he was Surgeon on board the 
“Nicholson” when it was captured late in 1781, you gone on to say “at the time the said 
Schooner was captured Alexander Massenburg was the master and he with the rest of the officers 
of the said Schooner continued prisoners of war for some months & until immediately after the 
peace in 1783 when they were released.” Can you state whether said Alexander Massenburg was 
the sailing Master of the “Nicholson,” the master at arms or the Quarter master? 
Answer. Alexander Massenburg was Sailing Master on board the Nicholson. 
Question 2nd Do you know whether the “Nicholson” belonged to the State Navy proper, or was it 
though an armed vessel attached to the commercial Marine, and employed in the Revenue 
service? 
Answer – I know that the Nicholson was a State vessel proper.  
Question 3rd. You say in the affidavit above referred to that Alexander Massenburg was Master of 
the Nicholson at the time it was captured: State how you came into possession of this fact, was it 
of your own knowledge, or derived from the information of others? 
Answer – It was a matter of general notoriety here at the time, and everybody knew it in this 
community and I have heard him say so. 
Question 4. Were you acquainted personally with Alexander Massenburg, and if so, did your 
acquaintance commence before the Revolutionary war closed? 
Answer. I was, both before and after the Revolutionary war. 
Question 5. Do you recollect the name of the Captain and Lieutenant on board the Nicholson at 
the time of its capture? 
Answer. I do not recollect the Captain’s name, but think that John Crew was a Lieutenant on 
board of the “Nicholson,” and a man by the name of Butler used to come ashore with Alexander 
Massenburg to her father’s house, and she also thinks that he was a Lieutenant on board the 
Nicholson. 
And further the deponent saith not. 
    Ann Payne, X her mark 
 
[p 50] 
    [undeciphered] Richmond County of August 23, 1834 
Dear Sir 
 Your favour of 18th inst. reached me yesterday being the only one which I have received 
from you, so that your previous letter must has miscarried 
 I cannot better answer your inquiry than to state that I married the eldest daughter of 
Captain Thomas Lilly who commanded the Brig Liberty of the State Navy of Virginia, during the 
War of the Revolution. I find in an old book containing memoranda of miscellaneous public and 
private nature, the subjoined entry which I now have transcribed and which I think will fully 
answer the object of your inquiry. It is as follows: 
“Payroll of the officers, Seamen &c belonging to the Brig Liberty 30 July 1777 – 
Thomas Lilly Capt. £30.0.0 
Thomas Herbert 1st Lt. 22.10.0 
John Rogers 2nd Lt. 15.0.0 
Alex. Massenburg [Alexander Massenburg] Master 18.15.0 
Jas Wilson [James Wilson] Midshipman 7.7.0  



Jon Bingham [John Bingham] do 8.5.0 
Timothy Taylor do 3.8.0 
 carried over [p 2 of the letter] 
Dawson Cooke acting Midshipman 
Robert Culley Carpenter 
Samuel Mercer Boatswain 
Thomas Coleman Pilot 
Jon Chicke [John Chick] Gunner 
James Duglass Master at arms 
(There follows a list of the crew &c) 
 I will add that the entry is written throughout by Captain Lilly in his own proper 
handwriting – 
 In answer to the other points of your inquiry I will add that I was quite young during the 
War of the revolution and cannot therefore speak from my own knowledge, but from information 
derived from many of the officers particularly from my old acquaintance Warren Ashley of your 
town now dead and who was a Midshipman under Captain Lilly that the Brig Liberty mounted 
Eighteen guns. 
 If the foregoing information can age you It will afford me much pleasure. 
   Very respectfully I am your most obedient Svt. 
     [Undeciphered] Darby 

      
 
[Note:  The following extract from Naval Documents of the American Revolution, volume 6, 
William James Morgan, Editor: pages 1227-1228 may be of interest.] 
Alexander Massenburg, Joseph Willson, John Chick, Thomas Coleman, Thomas Bailey & John 
Ralston Warrant officers on Board the Brig Liberty Commanded by Capt Thomas Lilly lodged a 
Complaint with this board against said Lilly in the following words, to wit, “That your 
Petitioners influenced by the most laudable Motives the love of Liberty freely & voluntarily 
entered into the Marine Service of this State on the Board the Brig Liberty being determined to 
risque their lives in defense of the Rights and Liberties of their Country and are still so 
determined Provided they can be entitled to the Rights and Usage of Freemen themselves but 
that their daily Labour accommodation serving up their Provisions delay in the payment of their 
Wages, want of Regularity of Orders and proper Subordination among Men & Officers and the 
Arbitrary, Tyrannical unmanly & illiberal behavior and Treatment of their Commander Capt 
Thomas Lilly has made their Condition on board the said Brig the condition of the Slavery and 
of course intolerable inasmuch as they are determined at the risque of their Lives not to submit 
longer to it without seeking redress and endeavoring to be heard before this Honorable Board 
instituted as your Petitioners have been taught to believe for the hearing redressing and adjusting 
all Gr[ie]vances made to it from persons suffering in the Navy. – That your Petitioners pray they 
may not be prejudged seditious and Mutinous from the Freedom in which they express their 
Grievances, as Freemen they think it the essential Right of Free Marines to Speak openly – they 
protest against a Seditious and fictious Spirit and beg that their Grievances now set forth may be 



inquired into by the Evidence of the whole Crew of Officers & Seamen of the said Brig. That 
your Petitioners the Warrant Officers on board the said Brig are compelled to the Duty of 
Common Soldiers the compliment of Seamen being reduced to four & one Boy occasioned by 
the Desertion of the Men who could not & would not Submit to the usage and Treatment of their 
Captain. – That your Petitioners who are Messmates have their Provisions cooked intolerably 
bad and when they complain of it and beg to Dress it themselves are that small privilege and the 
Cooks Fire Ordered to be put out. – That whilst the Brig Liberty lay at Baltimore your Petitioners 
the Marines and common Sailors were huddled into a Miserable Loft and obliged to Diet & 
Lodge together without distinction and your Petitioner John Ralston Steward of the said Brig 
obliged to Sell his Cloathes to Raise Money to pay his Washing Woman Capt Lilly having never 
paid him from the Time of his entering with him one shilling, that whilst she lay at the above 
place thirteen Sailors and five Marines deserted. In your Petitioners Opinion for want of their 
Wages with other Cruel Treatment. – Your Petitioner John Chick Gunner complains alone that 
whilst very sick he has been called up late at night wantonly to Load & charge the Guns which 
he has begged in the day he might be Permitted to do but refused. – Your Petitioner Thomas 
Coleman Pilot also Complains that in the discharge of his Duty on Board the said Brig he is so 
Thwarted and contradicted that it is impossible to do it satisfactory or safely. Wherefore your 
Petitioners pray that right & Justice be done them that there complaints be heard and if made 
good by proper Testimony they be redressed which redress they beg may be to be removed from 
the direction and Authority of Capt. Lilly who has treated them with severer Treatment when he 
gets them at Sea. Lastly your Petitioner Alexander Massenburg begs leave further to show that at 
the Time of his Signing Articles with Capt Lilly it was Agreed by the said Lilly that he the said 
Massenburg would be at Liberty to remove from the said Brig at any Time when he was 
dissatisfied with his Birth and could get one more agreeable to himself and no longer than last 
Saturday told your Petitioner he might go when and where he pleased from which he thought 
himself discharged.” – Which being Read it is Ordered that said Captain Lilly be summoned to 
appear before the Board at the Capitol in the City of Williamsburg on Tuesday next to answer the 
said Complaint 
1. Navy Board Journal, 72 – 75, VSL [Virginia State Library, Richmond] 


