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Pension application of Samuel Wilson R108     fn7VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     10/5/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
Va. Sea Service Va. half pay 
Samuel Wilson Sailing Master Virginia Navy 
Act 5 July 1832 [the act covering the award of half pay to certain veterans of the Revolution] 
 
Know all men by these presents, that I, Laban W. Pitts administrator of Samuel Wilson deceased 
who was a sailing Master in the Virginia State Navy during the War of the Revolution, do hereby 
constitute and appoint James Murdaugh of the County of Norfolk, my true and lawful attorney,… 
to ask, demand and receive of and from the Commissioner of Pensions… the Half Pay and 
interest, or the commutation and interest, that may be due me as administrator as aforesaid under 
the Act of Congress of the United States of the 5th day of July 1832…. 

       
 
Virginia: At a Court held for Norfolk County, the 18th day of August 1851 
 On the motion of Laban W Pitts (who married Fanny Wilson the only heir at law of 
Samuel Wilson deceased) who made oath and together with Thomas V. Webb and John F 
Foreman his securities entered into and acknowledged a bond in the County of $5000 with 
condition according to law, which bond is ordered to be recorded.  Certificate is granted to said 
Laban W Pitts for obtaining letters of administration on the estate of Samuel Wilson deceased 
(who was a sailing Master in the Virginia State Navy during the War of the Revolution) in due 
form….. 
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