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Pension application of Lawrence Thompson [Thomson] R10546 Keziah Thompson f31NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves  rev'd 11/10/13 & 12/15/14 & 8/30/19 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 13] 
State of Kentucky, Madison County} SS 
 On this 13 day of August 1832 personally appeared before William Goodloe, James 
Dejarrett & Richard Broaddus Justices of the County Court of Madison County aforesaid 
Lawrence Thompson a resident of said County of Madison aged Seventy nine years who being 
first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to 
obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832 – that in 
Orange County State of North Carolina in the year 1775 in July or August he entered the service 
of the United States as first Lieutenant in a company commanded by Captain Alfred Moore, 
Lieut. Colo. Nash [Francis Nash] was the Commandant of the Regiment or that portion of it then 
at Hillsborough N. C. -- that he was attached to the first Regiment of North Carolina Troops on 
Continental Establishment was appointed by the State of N. C.  In the summer of 1776 he 
received a Captain's Commission from the Continental Congress – he recollects it was signed by 
Charles Thompson – Secretary – acted as Captain in the 1st Regiment North Carolina Troops on 
Continental Establishment – marched to Charleston in 1776 – in 1777 we were ordered on to the 
North – at Georgetown present District of Columbia we were inoculated for Small Pox – thence 
to Philadelphia – thence to the Jerseys, to Trenton, thence back to Chester & on the 11th of 
September 1777 he was in the Battle of Brandywine – on the 4th of October was in the Battle of 
Germantown – continued in Commission through the latter part or sometime after the year 1778 
when he resigned his commission as Captain to Archibald Lytle, Colonel, in North Carolina.  He 
has no documentary evidence to prove his services in his possession except his recruiting orders 
from Colonel Nash [Francis Nash], which are herewith forwarded,1 -- his commission he had for 
many years but it has been destroyed -- 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present & 
declares his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state. 
 Sworn & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
    S/ Lawrence Thompson, X his mark 
 
[p 4:  On July 2, 1849 in Madison County Kentucky, Thomas Richardson, administrator of 
Keziah Thompson, deceased, widow of Capt. Lourance Thompson, deceased, a revolutionary 
war pensioner; that were Keziah still alive she would have alleged in an application for a pension 
in her own right that she was married prior to January 1, 1794; that the veteran and his wife now 
have children living who are between 60 and 70 years of age; that Capt. Thompson died April 21, 
1835; that Keziah died February 13, 1837.  The claimant was attempting to obtain a pension by 
                                                 
1 No such documents are contained in this file. 
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right of the widow for the benefit of her children (not named) living at the time of her death.) 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $429.36 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a Lieutenant & Captain in the North Carolina Continental Line.  The application filed 
by the veteran’s widow’s administrator was rejected.] 
 
C. Leon Harris points out that Capt. Thompson gave testimony in support of the application of 
Richard Oldham W6887 as follows: 
[pp 64-66] 
State of Kentucky } 
Madison County } S.S. [30 Nov 1832] 
I Lawrence Thompson of the County aforesaid do hereby certify that I shall be eighty years of 
age in Dec’r next – that I was a Lieutenant & Capt. in the Army of the Revolution in 1775 6-7 & part of 
1778 that I have known Capt. Richard Oldham of the County of Madison aforsaid ever since he was a 
child – that I knew him in Orange & afterwards in Caswell County North Carolina. I know that in 1777 & 
from that on till the close of the Revolutionary War he was frequently out as a volunteer in the Militia 
from North Carolina – that I knew Capt. Tate of North Carolina & that said Oldham was in his Company 
a considerable time – I also knew Capt John Oldham, who was a Capt in the Militia form N. Carolina – & 
that said Rich’d. Oldham was out in the Militia a considerable time under him – I cannot state 
the exact times that said Oldham was out, but have no doubt from the best of my recollection that he must 
have served two years – he was always called a good soldier & has always sustained a fair character – I 
lived & was born in Orange County N.C. where said Oldham was born – when Orange was divided, said 
Oldham fell into Caswell County – I know Rich’d. Oldham of Estill County & Hezekiah Oldham of 
Madison County, who with me attached our certificate to the original Declaration of said Capt. [sic] 
Rich’d Oldham – they are both very respectable men – said Rich’d. is a very aged man, near ninety and 
as I have always understood was a Soldier of the Revolution. Said Hezekiah is also a man seventy years 
of age.        Lawrence Thompson 

       
 
Another document in the Oldham file [p 11] purporting to be signed by Thompson bears his 

signature as , i.e., without the "p" in 
"Thompson."  Since Thompson's own application indicates that he signed with his mark, it is 
seemingly impossible to definitely state how he spelled his surname. 
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