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regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 
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   Declaration 
 In order to obtain the benefit of the Acts of Congress of the 7th of June 1832, 7th July 
1838, 3rd March 1843 & 17th of June 1844, Granting half pay & pensions to Certain Widow; 
 
State of North Carolina Caswell County: SS: On this first day of April A.D. 1846, personally 
appeared before the undersigned one of the acting justices of the peace in and for said County, 
Mary Stephens a resident of said County & State aged seventy-three , 73, years, who being first 
duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath make the following declaration in order to obtain 
the benefit of the provision made by the above named acts of Congress; 
 That she is the widow of the late William Stephens and who was a private in the North 
Carolina Militia in the War of the Revolution.  That he lived in Caswell County State of North 
Carolina: in time of Revolutionary War to the best of her information & belief served three three-
months tours & upwards in the said War; That she heard him say he served one year and all that 
he served in the Revolution; and was under Captain Adam Sanders, Captain Hains and Colonel 
William Moore and was a private and served in the latter part of the War; and she is under the 
impression he was drafted to serve the above mentioned tours, and in further evidence of said 
service she here with sends a Discharge which her Husband the said William Stephens received 
and she thinks he had others but she does not know what has become of them. 
 She further declares that she was married to the said William Stephens on the 8th day of 
January in the year 1789.  That her Husband said William Stephens died on the 8th day of 
November in the year 1836.  That she was not married to him prior to his leaving the service, but 
the marriage took place previous to the first of January 1794, viz.: at the time above stated and in 
further proof of said marriage she here with sends the Original Family Record. 
 That she has not married since the death of her said husband William Stephens but still 
remains his widow, and that from old age she is not well able to attend Court to make her said 
Declaration. 
 Sworn to & subscribed the first day of April A.D. 1846 
Before me 
S/ William Long, JP     S/ Mary Stephens, X her mark  
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[fn p. 6-7: family record: 
January the 8th 1789 William Stephens and Mary Noel was married together 
May the 19th 1790 William Stephens Daughter Catherine was born 
October the 15th 1805 Daughter born named Elizabeth Stephens 
May the 11th 1773 Mary Stephens was born 
William Stephens died November 8 in the year of our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ 1836 
February the 14th 1796 Negro child born named Thomas 
September the 17th 1797 another named Cupid 
August the 7th 1799 8 Negro child born named Jesse 
April the 2nd 1801 8 Negro child born named Larry [could be Harry] 
March the 8th 1803 a Negro child born named Mima 
December the 27th 1804 a Negro child born named Aron 
November the 15th 1806 a Negro child born named Anthony 
November 4th 1809 and Negro child born named James 
 
[fn p. 9: marriage bond dated January 4, 1789, issued in Caswell County North Carolina to 
William Stephens and Charles Stephens to secure the marriage of William Stephens to Mary 
Nowel.] 
 
[fn p. 24: Certificate dated May 13, 1846 from the North Carolina Comptroller showing 
payments made to a William Stephens for military service during the revolution.] 
 
[fn p. 26] 
Camp at McLains Bluff [McLane's Bluff] 
This may Certify that William Stephens a Souldier in 
Capt. Hains [could be Rains] Company has Served a tower of three months and  
is he is hearby Discharged by order of Genl. Butler Given 
under my hand this 17th of November 1781 
    S/ Epm Washington 
    B. Major [Ephraim Washington, Brigade Major] 

 


