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Bounty Land Application of Battle Harrison BLWt2374-200   f11VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      2/22/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 3: Power of attorney dated October 1, 1845 and filed in Fayette County Pennsylvania by John 
Harrison in which he empowers his attorney to pursue a claim for 200 acres of bounty land on 
his behalf as the heir of his uncle Battle Harrison as a Lieutenant who was killed in the battle at 
the surrender of Fort Washington on the 16th day of November 1776 at which time he was a 
Lieutenant in Colonel Stephenson's Rifle Regiment assigned to the quota of the Virginia 
Continental establishment.  He signed this document with his mark.] 
 
[p 9] 
District of Columbia Washington County: SS 
 At and Orphans Court Held in and for said County on this 28th day of October 1845 on 
motion of Henry Northop, it was proven in open court to the satisfaction of the Court by the 
deposition of Captain Bedinger and a certificate from the Register of the Land Office at 
Richmond Virginia that Battle Harrison was a Lieutenant of the Virginia line of the Army of the 
Revolution and was killed at the surrender of Fort Washington on the 16th of November 1776 and 
it was further proven by the letter1 of Battle Harrison from Columbus Ohio, and by the 
deposition of Crawford and Ann Springer2 that William Harrison who was killed in Crawford's 
defeat [June 4-6, 1782] was the eldest Brother of Lieutenant Battle Harrison and that John 
Harrison now living is the eldest son of the said William Harrison, all of which is ordered to be 
certified. 
       S/ Nathaniel Pope Cousin 
 
[p 11] 
Berkeley County Virginia: SS 
 Personally appeared Henry Bedinger3 aged eighty-four years and about seven months 
before me Tilotson Fryatt a Justice of the peace in and for the said County, and being duly sworn 
according to law saith that Battle Harrison entered Captain Hugh Stephenson's Company of 
Volunteer Riflemen about the first of June 1775, raised in said County, that he marched in this 
Company, with this deponent, to the Siege of Boston, that at the expiration of one year for which 
he had engaged or soon thereafter he was regularly discharged, then returned to Berkeley, was 
there appointed a third Lieutenant in Colonel Hugh Stephenson's Regiment of Riflemen, and 
annexed to Captain William Brady's Company of said Regiment, that on the 16th of November 
1776 said Battle Harrison was killed in the Battle, and surrender of Fort Washington – and 

                                                 
1 No such letter is contained among the documents in this file 
2 This affidavit is not contained among the documents in this file 
3 Henry Bedinger S8059 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/s8059.pdf


further saith not.  Sworn to and subscribed this 7th day of July 1838 
      S/ Henry Bedinger 

       
_________________________ 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
State of Kentucky Harrison County Sct. 
 The deposition of Lawrence Harrison4 of said County taken before us the Subscribers 
two of the Justices of the peace therefore this 6th day of September 1786.  This deponent after 
being duly sworn on the Holy evangelists of Almighty God Deposeth & saith that his brother the 
said Battle Harrison mentioned in the above power of attorney5 that the said battle Harrison went 
out at an early period of the late war as a Lieutenant in Colonel Hugh Stephenson's Regiment & 
was killed at the taking of Fort Washington in the year 1775 or 1776.  That the said Battle 
Harrison never was married, that when he was killed he left three brothers then living to wit 
William Harrison, Benjamin Harrison6 and this Deponent, that William was the elder of the 
three, that the said William Harrison7 was killed by the Indians at Colonel Crawford's defeat in 
the year 1782 leaving the above named8 Andrew Harrison his eldest son & heir at law & further 
this deponent sayeth not – Given under our hands this the day & year above written 
    S/ Saml. McThain [?] 
    S/ David Dils 

     
 
 The above Lawrence Harrison the Deponent was and Officer in the Virginia line who 
served to the end of the war, and is deserving the utmost Credit.  I also know that William 
Harrison was the eldest son and Heir at law of Lawrence Harrison the elder deceased who was 
father of the above Deponent. 
28th of November 1796 
     S/ James Wood, late BG 

 
                                                 
4 Probably the same man as FPA W4223 
5 this document is not among those in this file 
6 VAS1409 in this database 
7 William Harrison R10017 
8 this must be a reference to the power of attorney which is not among the documents in the file 
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