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Pension application of Daniel Litchfield VAS951    vsl 3VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     10/13/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From rejected pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
I Elkanah Andrews,1 aged 67 years & upwards do hereby certify that I was a sailor in the 
Virginia State Navy during the war of the revolution and served on board the State armed vessel 
called the "Accomack" & for my services on board that vessel a warrant for bounty land was 
issued in my favor: I further certify that I was well and particularly acquainted with Daniel 
Litchfield and that whilst I served on the Accomack as a sailor that the said Litchfield served as a 
midshipman on board the armed vessel called the "Diligence" which belonged to the Virginia 
State Navy – I further certify from my own distinct recollection of the fact, that before the 
"Accomack" and the "Diligence" were launched that the said Daniel Litchfield was a 
midshipmen in the Virginia State Navy, and that he kept guard, along with others, whilst the said 
vessels were being built, to prevent the enemy from burning them; and that after they were 
launched the said Litchfield was assigned to the "Diligence", and I do further certify that he 
rendered at least three years continued service in the state Navy as a midshipman – the 
Accomack & the Diligence were often in harbor together & from that circumstance and from my 
previous & subsequent personal and neighborly acquaintance with the said Litchfield I cannot be 
mistaken or in the least doubtful as to the nature & length of his service – he was in service 
before the Diligence was launched & continued in service, uninter [paper cuts off at this point at 
the bottom thereof] 
[next page] 
 
Accomack County to wit 
This day the within named Elkanah Andrews personally before me, and the forgoing certificate 
being read to him by me, he made oath thereto. 
Given under my hand this 20 day of July 1832 
     S/ Wm Riley, JP AC 
 

                                                 
1 Elkanah Andrews S6507 
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