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Bounty Land Warrant information relating to Joseph Lewis VAS908  vsl 1VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      10/1/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
  
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
Pine top December 12th, 1783 
 I Certify that Joseph Lewis a Soldier in Colonel Heths [William Heth's] Detachment of 
Virginia New Levies enlisted under me in April 1780 for during the war, and received the full 
Bounty allowed for recruiting Soldiers at that time. 
     S/ Beverly Roy Captain 
     2nd Virginia Regiment 
examined[?]  
 [Indecipherable signature] 
S/ T. Meriwether 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
[From pension records in the Library of Virginia] 38-page file 
 
Surry County [Virginia] September 22nd 1783 
Certify that Joseph Lewis a soldier enlisted for a division of this County to serve for Eighteen 
months on the first day of August 1779 
     S/ Jno. Cocke [John Cocke], Lieutenant Surry 
 
Williamsburg Virginia 
 This day came before me Mrs. Mary McCarty & made oath that she was present at the 
marriage of Joseph Lewis & Martha Webb sometime in the month of April 1779 & that they 
were married by the Reverend John Bracken Rector of Bruton Parish but he being now gone to 
England cannot obtain his Certificate of the same. 
 Given under my hand this 26 September 83 
Auditor's Office 24th of July 1786 
   S/ Robert Nicolson 
 
I do Certify that the representative of Joseph Lewis is Entitled to the proportion of Land allowed 
a Private of the Continental line, who enlisted for the War, and has served three years. 
Council Chamber    S/ Thos.  Meriwether 
May 3rd 1784 
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S/ Benjamin Harrison 
  a Copy 
A Warrant issued from the Land Office to Martha Lewis Wife of said Joseph, in consideration of 
his Service as above. 
   S/ Samuel McCraw, Clk. L. Off. 
 
Chesterfield August Court 1786 
 It appearing to the satisfaction of the Court that Martha Lewis was residing in this County 
is the widow of Joseph Lewis who died in the Service of the United States as a Private Soldier in 
the Infantry in this State.  It is therefore certified accordingly that she is the widow of the said 
Joseph Lewis. 
   Teste  S/ T. Watkins, Clerk 
 
I do with the advice of Council hereby Certify that Martha Lewis widow of Joseph Lewis late a 
private of the Virginia Line in a Detachment commanded by Colonel William Heath [William 
Heth] and who died in the Service of the United States is entitled to the sum of eight pounds 
annually, which allowance is to commence on the first day of January 1786. 
 Given under my hand at Richmond this 30th day of August 1786 
    S/ P. Henry [Patrick Henry] 

      
 
[p 37] 
I do Certify that Martha Lewis hath received as Widow of Joseph Lewis, a private Soldier in the 
Late war the balance of pay due him as such, by the United States and the bounty of Land 
allowed by this State to Soldiers – I do also certify that she is at present in a Situation rather 
infirm – and that she appears to be about 50 years of age – 
Chesterfield 11th August 86 
     Will Heth 

       
 
[Note: Papers in the file relate mainly to the annual administration of the pension due the widow 
paid through 1793.  On July 9th 1794 at Richmond Ann Wray witnessed a receipt for an 
installment do you Martha Lewis which appears to have been signed by her with her mark.  
Correspondence in the file indicates that the widow was living with the family of Gray Briggs in 
1793 and 1794 and was being furnished by that family with Rome board and simple clothing in 
exchange for what small service she could render the family.] 


