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Pension application of John Lanham VAS834     vsl 13 VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     8/30/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
I do hereby Certify that John Lannum [sic] Soldier in the Second Virginia 
Detachment has received no pay for his Eighteen months Service 
in said Detachment 
 Given Camp Round O this 3rd day of January 1782 
  S/ John Hackley Lt. P. M. 
    [indecipherable] 
 
The Bearer hereof John Lannum Soldier in the Second Virginia Detachment 
and in Lt. Hackley's Company having served during Eighteen months 
being the term for which he was engaged is hereby discharged from the said 
Detacht. in which we Certify he has behaved as a brave and faithful Soldier 
 Given Camp Round O this 3rd day of January 1782 
   S/ John Hackley, Lietu.  
   S/ S. Snead Maj. Comt. 

    
 
The Bearer John Lanham has been in the Alms House for some time past in order to have a Ball 
extracted from him which he received in an action before Camden in 1781.1 
    S/ William Smith Stevens 
    Surgeon of Alms House 
Charleston South Carolina 
Augt. 4th 1788 

     

                                                 
1 very probably a reference to the battle known as the Second battle of Camden or the Battle of Hobkirk Hill April 
25, 1781 
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I do with the advice of the Council hereby certify that John Lanham aged about 25 years, late a 
private in a detachment of the Virginia line commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Hawes [Samuel 
Hawes] and whose pay was at the rate of £24 per annum, was disabled in the service of the 
United States by a wound in his left side, which has rendered his leg and thigh almost useless; 
and that he is allowed the sum of Eighteen pounds yearly from the first of January 1786 – 
 Given under my hand as Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, at Richmond, this 
2nd day of September 1788 
S/ T. Meriwether    S/ Edm.  Randolph 

      
 
[Order dated November 4, in 1788 from the Prince William County Court ordering the sheriff to 
draw the funds necessary to pay John Lanham his pension.  The last document relating to a 
payment of this pension to this veteran is dated 1791.  Presumably he died in that year or was 
pronounced no longer disabled from earning his living.] 


