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Bounty Land Warrant information relating to John Mitchum (Machum, Matchum) VAS717  
           vsl 3VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    6/21/13:  rev'd 9/13/20 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
  
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
 This is to certify, that it appears from a list in this office of such Officers and Soldiers of 
the Virginia Continental Line as settled their accounts and received certificates for the balance of 
their full pay, according to an act of assembly, passed the November session 1781, directing the 
Auditors of Public Accounts to settle and adjust the pay and accounts of said Officers and 
Soldiers from the first January 1777 to 31st December 1781, (see Hening's Statutes at Large, vol. 
10, p. 462,) that a settlement was made on the 25th day of April 1785 in the name of John 
Mitchum as a soldier and evidence of the indebtedness of the State to him was £57.7.0, delivered 
to Neel Ashby[?]1 but as the original settlements or copies thereof or not to be found in this 
office, the term of service embraced therein cannot be stated. 
    Given under my hand at the First Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
    14th day of October 1852. 
     S/ Ro Johnston 
 [No Seal of Office]   First Auditor 
 
The heirs of John Machum or Matchum applied for land bounty for his services in the 
Revolutionary war and it appears from Smith's report is entitled to land bounty; and from the 
Auditor's report it appears he was in service from 1st January 1777 to December 1781 – these 
facts entitled the heirs to land bounty for a service of that time which I allow now.  It is stated 
that the man died in service if this is proved he is entitled for service to the end of the War. 
8th of October 1851   S/ John B. Floyd  
 
[Smith's report is not in this file nor is any evidence that the veteran died in service.  There must 
be other files relating to this veteran.] 
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Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris. 12 Sep 2020.

Heirs of John Matchum allowed land bounty for a service of Five years as private in the Continental line
of the Revolution  J B Floyd
1851 Dec’r 29  Cert[ificat]e iss[ue]d

NOTE: Floyd apparently misinterpreted the Auditor’s certificate and the act cited in it
http://vagenweb.org/hening/vol10-22.htm. The act provides that soldiers who received pay between 1 Jan
1777 and 31 Dec 1781 would be compensated for depreciation of the currency. The Auditor’s certificate
does not state that Matchum served during that entire period, but in fact clearly states that his term of
service could not be determined.
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