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Bounty Land Warrant information relating to William Boyce VAS417  vsl VA (3pp) 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      1/18/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
  
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
 I do certify that William Boyce into the Service of the United States in the 4th Virginia 
Regiment on Continental Establishment under the command of Colo. Adam Stephens in the 
month of February or March 1776 and was afterwards promoted to the rank of Lieutenant – 
 Given under my hand this 28th May 1807 
   S/ Thos. Mathews late  
   Captain 4 V R on C. estb.  

    
[Attested by Thomas H Parker, Mayor of the Borough of Norfolk May 28, 1807] 
 
Of Surry County entered the Service of the United States in the 4th Virginia Regiment on 
Continental Establishment under the command of Colo. Adam Stephens in the month of 
February 1776, that the said Boyce entered as Ensign and was afterwards promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant. 
Given under my hand this 30 Me 1807 
Teste 
S/ Wm Lightfoot    S/ Josiah Parker 
S/ Thomas Smelly    late Colo.  
 
Warrant for 2666 2/3 acres issued to William Boyce as a Lieutenant of the Continental line & no 
more. 
  [Indecipherable signature] June 27 1807 
 
Know all men by these presents that I William Boyce of the County of Surry and State of 
Virginia have made, ordained, constituted and appointed, and by these presents for myself, my 
heirs, executors & administrators do make, ordain, constitute, authorized and appoint Thomas D 
Harris of the City of Richmond and State of Virginia my true and lawful attorney in fact for me, 
and in my name and for my use and benefit, to ask, demand and receive from the State of 
Virginia all the land that may be due to me in consideration of my services as a Lieutenant in the 
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4th Regiment commanded by Colo. Adam Stephens giving and granting unto my said attorney in 
fact for an absolute power and authority to act and to do in and about the business as I might or 
could do was I personally present.  Ratifying & confirming all and whatsoever my said attorney 
in fact shall or may do by virtue of these presents. 
 In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 8th day of May 1807 
   S/ Will Boyce 

    
______________________________________________________ 
 
Lloyd de Witt Bockstruck, Revolutionary War Pensions Awarded by State Governments 1775-
1874, the General and Federal Governments Prior to 1814, and by Private Acts of Congress to 
1905, Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Publishing Company, 2011 p. 82 contains an entry relating 
to a veteran named William Boyce, Lt. in VA service whose heirs stated in their application for 
his commutation pay that he was at Gates Defeat [August 15-16, 1780], Guilford Court House 
[March 15, 1781] and the Siege of York [ending October 19, 1781].  Their claim was rejected by 
Congress. 
 
________________________ 
 
[Note: This MAY be the same man as William Boyce BLWt82-200] 
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