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Pension application of Martin Murphey (Murphy) VAS399    vsl 16VA 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves 1/15/13 rev'd 2/27/15 & 6/12/23 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[From pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
On Examining the Wounds of the Bearer who calls himself Martin Murphy – who Says that in 
the [year] 1776 he enlisted under Capt. Thomas West of Loudon [Loudoun] County – that he 
continued in service until the Battle of the Waxsaws [Waxhaws, May 29, 1780] when he acted 
there as a Sergeant under Capt. Thomas Howard who was Commanded by Colo. Buford 
[Abraham Buford], in which battle he received the wounds that now appear extensive of a 
number on the body & arm some of which have done considerable Injury he has received four 
wounds on the Head, three of them either totally or very nearly quite through the skull & have no 
doubt but the account he gives of fitts frequently produced by the Injury received on the Head, 
being perfectly true tho' the parts are now all healed – am therefore of Opinion he is clearly 
entitled to as full support as is generally allowed Pensioners 
      S/ W. Foushee 
      May 1st 1786 

      
 
I do, with the advice of Council, hereby certify that Martin Murphy about 30 years of age, late a 
Sergeant in the Eleventh Virginia Regiment appears to have been disabled in such a manner 
while in the Service of the Continent as to entitle him to the sum of Eighteen Pounds yearly; 
which allowance is accordingly made him, to commence from the first day of January 1786. 
 Given under my hand at Richmond, this first day of May 1786 
    S/ P. Henry [Patrick Henry Governor] 

     
 
[Note: orders for payment of the pension and receipts for such payments were issued in Henrico 
County, VA. through 1789.  The veteran signed receipts with his mark.] 
________________________________________ 
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[From pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
Certified that Martin Murphey was a S[illegible] 
in my Company and was enlisted for 
During the War and was made prisoner at Colo. [illegible, "Buford's"] 
Defeat 29th May 1780.  Given under my hand [illegible] 
26th July 1783 
   S/ Thomas Hor[illegible, but "Thomas Hord" Capt.] 
   6th Virga Reg. 

 
___________________________________________________ 
 
[From Virginia Legislative Pensions] 
 
   To the Hon. the Speaker & Gentleman of the House of delegates 
 The Petition of Martin Murphey [sic] Humbly Showeth he being a Soldier in the Virginia 
line during the greatest part of the War he received such wounds in the Arms and other parts of 
his Body in the defeat of Col. Buford in the year 1780 in South Carolina as renders him unable to 
provide a subsistence for himself and prays to be put on the list of pensioners & shall pray &c 
      S/ Martin Murphey 

       
 

Murpheys petition 
November 4th 1784 
referred to Claims 

 
November 6th, 1784 

Reasonable 
Reported 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
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Certified that Martin Murphey was a Soldier in my Company and was inlisted to serve During 
the war and was made prisoner at Colo [Buford’s] Defeat 20th [sic] May 1780 
Given under my hand this 26th July 1783 
    Thomas Hord  
    6th Virg’a Reg 

     
 
This may certify that Martin Murphy a Soldier in the Continental army, having served the term 
of Years for which he was enlisted is hereby Discharged Given under my hand the 28th of July 
1783 
 G Weedon BG  

  


