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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
  
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
I certify that Robert Russell Senior1 aged about 73 & who is a credible witness and who is 
reputed & believed to have been a Revolutionary Soldier came before me & made oath that he 
knew Provis or Provost Nelson in the Army of the Revolution – that said Nelson enlisted in the 
9th Regiment with the witness – that said Nelson & the witness were taken prisoners at 
Germantown [October 4, 1777] & confined a long time – that on being discharged from 
imprisonment said Nelson reenlisted to serve during the War, & as this Witness always 
understood did serve till the war ended – that it has been reputed that the said Nelson was killed 
after he reenlisted, but that the witness always understood that he served to the end of the late 
War & died on his way home – that in regard to this fact he cannot testify, but that he is certain 
that he reenlisted to serve during the War.  Witness my hand & seal this 17th day of September 
1832. 
      S/ Wm R. Custis, JP 
 
I certify that Levin Hyslop2 a Revolutionary pensioner of the United States aged about 77 years 
& who is a credible witness made oath before me that he was intimately acquainted with Provis 
or Provost Nelson during the Revolutionary War – that said Nelson enlisted in the early part of 
the War for a specific time (the length of it not recollected) & served out that time & then 
reenlisted to serve during the Whole of the War, & did serve until the war ended – that said 
Nelson was in the 9th Virginia Regiment when that was captured – & that said Nelson died on his 
way home after the war ended.  Witness my hand & seal this 10th day of September 1832 
      S/ Wm R. Custis, JP 
 
I certify that Smith of Martin aged about 76 years & a credible witness, made oath before me that 
he was intimately acquainted with Provis or Provost Nelson & that whilst a young man he 
(Nelson) lived with his (the witness') mother – that said Nelson enlisted in the 9th Virginia 
Regiment in the revolutionary War & marched to the North & never returned, it was said at that 
time that he died in the service or on his way home. 
Witness my hand & seal 13th day of September 1832 
      S/ Wm Penmore [?], Ser.  
 

                                                 
1 Robert Russell W5753 
2 FPA W7858 
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 This is to Certify, That it appears from a List in this Office of such Officers and Soldiers 
of the Virginia Continental Line, during the Revolutionary War, as settled their Accounts, and 
received Certificates for the balance of their Full Pay, according to an Act of Assembly, passed 
the November Session 1781, that a Certificate issued on the 6th day of November 1784, in the 
name of Provost Nelson, as a soldier of infantry for £54.13.11, which Certificate appears to have 
been delivered to Colonel Cropper and was given for services prior to the 1st January 1782. 
   Given under my hand, at the Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
   23rd day of November 1832. 
       S/ Jas E. Heath, AUDITOR 
 


