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Bounty Land Warrant information relating to John Overton VAS354  vsl 3VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      1/1/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
  
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
[Note: This MAY be the same man as John Overton BLWt1615-300] 
 
I hereby Certify, that in the month of September 1776, By order of the Committee of Safety, I 
succeeded Colonel Adam Stephens in the Command of the forces ordered to the defense of 
Portsmouth & Norfolk, and being vested with Power to give such Assistance to Captain Faukner 
as I might Judge necessary, for carrying on those Fortifications, at & near Norfolk & Portsmouth; 
I did appoint John Overton Esquire and Engineer which office he took on him shortly after my 
arrival at the place above mentioned, & whose conduct met with my highest Approbation. 
 Given under my hand this 22nd Day of March 1800 
   S/ Saml.  Meredith [Samuel Meredith 

    
 
     In Council May 3rd 1800 
 On consideration of the Case of Captain John Overton who claims a bounty of Land for 
seven years services in the late war –  
     The Board are of Opinion that the time of service 
commenced from September 1776 when he was called upon to act as Engineer for the Defense of 
Portsmouth & Norfolk by Colonel Meredith, under the authority of the Committee of Safety. 
    Extract from the minutes 
      S/ ? Blair, C. C. 
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