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Petitioner relating to Kingston (a Negro slave) VAS2058 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     6/1/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] under the name Juniper Marshall 
 
The deposition of Thomas Cropper aged about sixty-eight years being sworn on the Holy 
Evangels of Almighty God deposeth and sayeth that during the revolutionary War he lived in the 
neighborhood of Chincoteague in the County of Accomack.  This deponent was well acquainted 
with Captain William Underhill who commanded a Galley called the Accomack stationed at 
Chincoteague.  This deponent was also well acquainted with Jenifer Marshall who was an officer 
on board said Galley either a sailing Master or Lieutenant which of the two offices this deponent 
is not positive Jenifer Marshall filled – This deponent was also well acquainted with a black man 
named Kingston who were longing to Jenifer Marshall aforesaid & this deponent thinks that 
Kingston served as a hand on board said Galley.  This deponent thinks that there is little doubt 
but that Jenifer Marshall & his men Kingston both served on board the said Galley fully 3 years. 
Given under my hand September 2nd 1830 
      S/ Thomas Cropper 

       
 
I certify that it does not appear from the Records of this office that a Military Land Bounty 
Warrant ever issued to Juniper Marshall – 
Land Office September 23rd 1830  W. Selden, R. L. 
 
State of Virginia Accomack SS 
 Be it remembered that William Welburn1 of Accomack aged about sixty-eight years this 
day personally appeared before me David Watts a Justice of the Peace for said County and made 
oath on the Holy Evangelist that during the Revolutionary War he resided in Chincoteague in 
said County where the Galley called the Accomack belonged to the Navy of the State of Virginia 
and commanded by Captain William Underhill was usually stationed.  The deponent was 
frequently on board said Vessel and was acquainted with her crew of Officers & men and was 
well acquainted with Juniper Marshall of Accomack who was sailing Master of said Galley, the 
whole of the time of the knowledge of the deponent in relation to her.  The deponent also sayeth 
that the said Juniper Marshall had with him during said time his Negro man Kingston, who 
served as one of the foremast hands on board said Galley.  The deponent cannot speak with 
                                                 
1 Probably the same man as William Welburn S7856 
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certainty of the length of time.  The deponent knows the said Juniper Marshall & his Negro man 
Kingston to be engaged on board said Galley from the time the said Galley was built until she 
was finally dismantled & laid up near the close of the revolutionary War & the deponent thinks 
the period was three years 
    S/ Wm Welburn 

     


