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[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. The word ‘illegible’ or 'indecipherable’ appearing in
brackets indicates that at the time | made the transcription, | was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to
make all my transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to
catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as “the 8" of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my
attention.]

[From Digital Library of Virginia | Norfolk (City) legislative Petitions

To the Honourable the Speaker and Gentleman of the House of Delegates

The Petition of the unfortunate Mary Webley late a Resident of the Borough of Norfolk
humbly Sheweth.

That your Petitioner on New Year's Day last, while suckling her Child the youngest of
three now dependent on her, had her Leg broken By a cannon Ball from the Liverpool Man-of-
war.

That her Husband from the Loss of his right arm upwards of twenty years since is
scarcely able to maintain himself.

That she hath at present no ways or means to procure shelter or acquire subsistence for
herself and miserable little Children, her Husband and Self having had all their effects totally
destroyed in the Flames of Norfolk from whence they have been drove in most distressful
Circumstances.

Therefore prays this Hon. House will on consideration of the Premises grant unto her
such Aid and Relief as in there to Justice and mercy shall seem right. And your Petitioner &c &c
&c

[Reverse]

Mary Webley

October 11, 1776
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