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Petition relating to James Bradley VAS1889     1+2 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    4/19/15 rev’d 11/4/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
I hereby certify that Captain James Bradley was appointed to be an officer in the State Artillery 
in the year 1777 and that he Served upwards of three years in that Regiment, nearly the whole of 
that time (if not greater) as a Captain. 
Richmond March 2, 1784 
       S/ George Muter Col. 
Del’d Cap. Roane 

 
 
[From Digital Library of Virginia ] Norfolk (City) legislative Petitions  
To the Honourable the General Assembly of Virginia 
 The Petition of Ann Brough respectfully sets forth that she is one of the heirs of James 
Bradley deceased who was a Capt. of the Regiment of State Artillery during the Revolutionary 
War under the command of Col. Thomas Marshall.  The said James Bradley continued in the 
service and was a Supernumerary Officer at the close of the War as will more fully appear from 
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the documents already in possession of your Hon. Body and others which will be submitted with 
this petition. 
 The said Bradley died in the Borough of Norfolk, intestate and without issue, having 
as his next of kin a Sister of the whole blood, a Sister and two brothers of the half blood, all of 
whom are since dead.  Your Petitioner is the daughter of his sister of the half blood; she is a 
widow, advanced in life and in humble circumstances and she appeals with respect full 
confidence to your Honourable Body, to pass a Law, as in other cases has been done, authorizing 
the Auditor of Public Accounts to settle with, and paid to the heirs of the said James Bradley his 
commutation of five years full pay in lieu of half pay for life as a Capt. in the state Artillery as 
aforesaid.   
 And your petitioner as in duty bound will ever pray &c 
     S/ Ann Brough 

      
Norfolk Borough 
December 17th, 1829 
 
[Reverse] 
 
Petition of the Heir of James Bradley, praying commutation 
January 28th 1830 
Referred to R. Cms [Revolutionary Claims Committee] 


