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Petition relating to Branson Dolby VAS1876 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     4/15/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From Digital Library of Virginia ] Northampton County Legislative Papers 
 
[Note:  The images of this document posted online are illegibly faint and cannot be transcribed as 
posted.  From a summary sheet it appears that the petition was filed by Rachel Dolby relict and 
widow of Branson Dolby who, according to the petitioner, enlisted in 1776 on board the armed 
brig Northampton.1  She sought relief for his service.  Her petition is dated December 9, 1807.] 

                                                 
1 Search the term "Northampton" on http://www.awiatsea.com/Index.html to find several likely candidates for this 
vessel. 
Also, in the Washington Papers there is a letter dated 8/15/1777 from George Washington to John Page in which 
GW makes reference to receiving intelligence from Capt. Francis Bright, who commanded the Virginia Navy Brig 
Northampton from 1776 to 1780.  see http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-10-02-0614 with a 
footnote giving more information about Capt. Bright. 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://digitool1.lva.lib.va.us:8881/R/II8CI27792617H3IX3TJ1NHEU4ICTYURHN63FSK93NFR7SIKF1-00985?func=collections&collection_id=2083
http://www.awiatsea.com/Index.html
http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-10-02-0614

