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Pension application of William Eppes VAS1860     3 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    4/13/15 & 6/15/18 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From Digital Library of Virginia  
http://digitool1.lva.lib.va.us:8881/R/569IJYJG5BD372YRHQLXB97F4CBF19HL2TJGGLBN7
ATR63TBA9-08318?func=results-jump-
full&set_entry=000002&set_number=416149&base=GEN01-LVA01 ] 
 
 To the honorable Speaker and members of the General Assembly. 
The petition of James Rives and Edmund Eppes administrators of William Eppes deceased, 
humbly Sheweth 
 That the said William Eppes in the month of July in the year 1776, took up arms in 
defense of his country and enlisted as a soldier of the 1st Regiment of Light dragoons under the 
command of Col. Theodoric Bland [Theodorick Bland]; in which he remained during the whole 
time for which he stipulated to serve, performing all the functions and under going all the 
fatigues and perils which the gallant defenders of American liberty were compelled at that period 
to endure.  And in the month of December 1778 the said William Eppes's period of service 
having expired, he was regularly discharged by the said Theodoric Bland. 
 Your petitioners further state that the pay which the said William Eppes received for his 
services, being in depreciated paper money, was very inadequate to the Services which he 
rendered his country in the field, and that during the period of his remaining life he never 
received that compensation for its depreciation which the justice of his country hath induced 
them to bestow on his fellow Soldiers, nor have your petitioners since his death received the 
same. 
 Your petitioners therefore pray that as the administrators of the said William Eppes, they 
may be allowed such compensation for the depreciation of the pay to which he was entitled but 
which he never enjoyed, as to the Assembly shall seem just, and your petitioners as in duty 
bound will pray &c 
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[The following transcript was made from a very faint image and should be used with caution] 
 
I do hereby certify at the request of William Eppes of Prince George County who informs me 
that his discharge was taken from him by the British when they invaded this State, that the said 
William Eppes was enlisted by me in the first Regiment of Light Dragoons in the month of July 
1776, that he served faithfully the full term for which he was enlisted and was to the best of my 
knowledge and belief regularly discharged at the time that his said term of enlistment expired at 
Winchester in the State of Virginia in the month of December 1778, the said Regiment being at 
that time under my Command.  Given at Cawsons this 17th day of February 1784 
     S/ Theo. Bland g? 

     


