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Pension application of Benjamin Hughes VAS1641     vsl 7 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      5/10/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From rejected pension records in the Library of Virginia]  
 
State of Virginia Fauquier County to wit 
 This day personally appeared before me Robert Brent a justice of the peace in & for the 
County aforesaid Fielding Sinclair a citizen of said County aged 65 years and being first sworn 
according to law deposeth & saith that he was well acquainted with Benjamin Hughes who was a 
private soldier of the Revolution.  That the said Hughes was a citizen of the County of Fauquier 
and that he did enlist in the Continental Army for during the War.  This affiant states positively 
that the enlistment of the said Hughes was for the war, because he well recollects the 
circumstance of being at a party at the time he was to start to join the Army, when it was 
repeatedly mentioned that he had enlisted for during the war.  This was in 1778 or '79.  There 
were several other private soldiers who enlisted at the same time & for the same term – Their 
names were Peter Hudson – Churchill Karnes & George Tenwall [?]1  – Affiant has always heard 
that said Benjamin Hughes died in the service – and further he saith not. 
Given under my hand this 8th day of March 1834 
     S/Fielding Sinclair 

      
 
State of Virginia Prince William County to wit 
 This day personally came before me a justice of the peace in & for the County aforesaid 
James Martin a citizen of said County, aged 62 years & upwards, and being first sworn according 
to law deposeth & saith that he knew Benjamin Hughes of Fauquier County who was a regular 
soldier in the war of the Revolution.  That he has always understood that he enlisted for the war – 
but does not know what year he did enlist.  He believes said Benjamin Hughes died in said 
service.  Affiant further states that Mrs. Cecil Preston is the only surviving sister & heir at law of 
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said Benjamin Hughes – who was never married – said Ceily Preston [?]2 is a citizen of Fauquier 
& widow of the late Jacob Preston – 
     S/ James Martin, X his mark 
[Attested April 26, 1834] 
 
To his Excellency David Campbell Governor of Virginia – 
 Your Memorialist Celia Preston of Fauquier County Virginia respectfully states that she is 
the heir at law of Benjamin Hughes who enlisted for the War in the Virginia Continental Line and 
whilst engaged in said Service he died – She prays that land bounty may be allowed for the 
same, and they Register may be directed to issue warrants – and she will &c. 
      S/ Celia Preston, X her mark 
[Attested in Fauquier County Virginia December 29, 1838] 
 
"Rejected March 13, 1840." 
  D. C. [David Campbell, Governor of Virginia] 
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