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Bounty Land Warrant information relating to Francis Horn VAS1609  vsl 11 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      4/25/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
[p 1:  Only the last page of the report of John H Smith, Commissioner is included in this file.  
His report is dated May 26, 1835 and refers to an earlier report made by him on April 28, 1834.] 
 
[p 3] 
 I Matthias Gayle of the County of Mathews and State of Virginia do hereby Certify and 
declare that I was well acquainted with Francis Horn formerly of that part of Gloucester County 
called Kingston Parish now constituting Mathews County in the said state.  Francis Horn enlisted 
on board the Galley Henry1 under Captain Robert Tompkins in 1776 or 1777 in the capacity of 
sailing master and served in the Virginia Navy three years.  As witness my hand and seal this 15th 
day of May 1835 
     S/ Matthias Gayle2 

     
 
[p 4] 
 I Matthias Gayle of the County of Mathews in State of Virginia do hereby certify and 
declare that I am about 74 years of age, that I was well acquainted with Francis Horn formerly of 
that part of Gloucester County called Kingston Parish now constituting Mathews County.  That 
the said Francis Horn was often called Hern and was called sailing master of the Henry Galley 
under Captain Richard Tompkins, that he the said Frances Horn or Hern was often at my Father's 
house while he was attached to the said Henry Galley when she was in East River [parenthetical 
language too faint to discern] that the said Francis Horn, or as he was called Hern, was the only 
man attached to said Henry Galley of that name during the Revolutionary War and that he 
enlisted under Captain Richard Tompkins in the year 1776 or '77 for during three years and that 
he continued in service until the siege of York. 

                                                 
1 Henry.  Coggins:102, VANavy:157, M:389, ND5:938,  ND7:1061, ND8:446, ND9:869, ND10:628, ND11:1159, 
1166, galley in VA Navy, 1776-79, Capts Robert Tompkins, Joshua Singleton, and Wright Westcott, dismantled in 
1779.  C64. http://www.awiatsea.com/Other/Hough%20List%20H-I.html  
2 Matthias Gayle S16818   
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 Given under my hand and seal this 24th day of August 1835 
      S/ Matthias Gayle 
 
[p 6: Affidavit given by Thomas Hall,3 75; but the body of the document as posted online is 
largely illegible – he appears to say that Francis Horn enlisted as Sail-maker or master on the 
Henry Galley.  His affidavit is dated January 19, 1839 – the County in which the statement was 
made cannot be discerned.] 
 
[p 7] 
 The evidence in this case does not show that Francis Horn was other than a Seaman at the 
end of his enlistment.  He seems to have been a sail-maker not sailing master – 
 This claim is allowed as a Seaman for a service of 3 years if not heretofore allowed 
March 28, 1840   S/ D C [David Campbell, Governor of Virginia] 
 
[p 8:  another illegible document as posted online.  It appears to be the petition file probably by 
the heirs of the veteran whose names are given as John and Ann Horn.  The document is dated 
December 15, 1838.] 
 
[p 10] 
To the Honorable Littleton Waller Tazewell 
Governor of Virginia 
 The Memorial of Ephraim Horn of the County of Gloucester and State of Virginia and 
Polly Horn of the County of Mathews in state of Virginia. 
 Your memorialists humbly petitioning state that the said Ephraim resides in Gloucester 
and said Polly in Mathews County in the State of Virginia that said Ephraim is the brother of 
Francis Horn and said Polly is the daughter of John Horn brother of the said Francis Horn that 
they are his only heirs that they claim to be entitled to bounty land in right of said Francis that 
said Francis Horn was a resident of Kingston Parish the part of Gloucester County Virginia that 
during the Revolutionary War in the year 1776 or 77 he entered the state service in the Navy of 
Virginia that he served on board the galley Henry under Captain Robert Thompkins in the 
capacity of sailing master and served in that character until the end of the war or as long as the 
Navy was in service as your memorialist are informed and verily believe. 
 Your memorialists verily believe that Francis Horn never received the land Bounty to 
which he was entitled and pray that their claim to the same may be argued into your Honor.  In 
testimony of the foregoing facts they have hereunto subscribed their names this the first day of 
April 1835 
       S/ Polly Horn, X her mark 
 
[p 11:  Certificate from the Auditor of Public Accounts of Virginia in which he states that the 
records in his possession show that a pay roll of wages belonging to the Henry Galley show that 
Francis Horn Sail-maker received pay as such.  His certificate is dated May 22, 1835] 

                                                 
3 MIGHT be the same man as Thomas Hall S16862 
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