
Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters 
 

Bounty Land Warrant information relating to Thomas Harding VAS1392  vsl 6VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      2/16/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 

 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
 This is to Certify, That it appears from a List in this Office of such Officers and Soldiers 
of the Virginia Continental Line, during the Revolutionary War, as settled their Accounts, and 
received Certificates for the balance of their Full Pay, according to an Act of Assembly, passed 
the November Session 1781, that a Certificate issued on the 4th day of November 1783, in the 
name of Thomas Harding, as a Sergeant of Infantry for £75.12.6, which Certificate appears to 
have been delivered to himself and was given for services prior to the 1st January 1782. 
   Given under my hand, at the Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
   5th day of February 1842. 
    S/ Jas E. Heath, AUDITOR 
  
It appears that Thomas Harding a Sergeant of the Continental Line has not received Land Bounty 
    S/ S. H. Parker Register Land Office 
 
State of Virginia: Lunenburg County to wit: 
I John Crafton do hereby Certify that I was intimately acquainted with Thomas Harding 
deceased, late of Lunenburg County, in the War of the Revolution.  According to my best 
recollection at this time, he served a long while in the Revolutionary War; but how long 
altogether, I am unable to state.  I know the facts, he enlisted under Captain Cunningham 
[perhaps William Cunningham] for three years and was made a Sergeant in the Company, and 
served the term faithfully; for I was present at time of enlistment and saw him return after his 
time was out.  I did not know the Regiment, but believe it was first Virginia Regiment on 
Continental line, commanded by Colonel Parker and General Muhlenberg [Peter Muhlenberg] – 
said Thomas Harding is now dead. 
      S/ John Crafton 
[Attested in Lunenburg County June 8, 1840] 
 
To his Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
 The Memorial of the Heirs and legal representatives of Thomas Harding, deceased, late 
of the County of Lunenburg Virginia, who was a Sergeant in the State line of Virginia on 
Continental establishment in the war of the Revolution: respectfully sheweth: 
 That the said Thomas Harding in the year 1777 enlisted under Captain Cunningham for 
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the term of three years, and was attached to the first Virginia Regiment on Continental 
establishment commanded by Colonel Richard Parker – 
 The said Thomas Harding, as Sergeant, to which rank he was promoted shortly after 
enlistment, served the full period for which he enlisted, and was regularly discharged from 
service.  All of which will more readily appear by reference to the Army Register of the 
Continental line, and the accompanying certificates of old and respectable soldiers who served 
with him at the time – 
 Your memorialist further state, that said Thomas Harding in his lifetime never applied for 
or obtained the Land Bounty promised by the State of Virginia to her Officers and Soldiers of the 
Continental line; nor since his death, have the said heirs applied for, or obtained, the same – 
 Your memorialist therefore hereby pray that your Excellency will grant them the usual 
gratuity of land, allowed to a Sergeant of the Virginia Continental line for the service of 3 years, 
pursuant to the laws of Virginia in such case made and provided, – and as in duty bound shall 
ever pray &c 
      S/ William Harding 

      
[Attested in Lunenburg County March 9, 1840] 


