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Pension application of William Hackney VAS1355    vsl 26VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/31/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From rejected pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
 This is to Certify, That it appears from a List in this Office of such Officers and Soldiers 
of the Virginia Continental Line, during the Revolutionary War, as settled their Accounts, and 
received Certificates for the balance of their Full Pay, according to an Act of Assembly, passed 
the November Session 1781, that a Certificate issued on the 23rd day of October 1783, in the 
name of William Hackney, as a Soldier of Infantry for £56.3.4, which Certificate appears to have 
been delivered to Mr. Eppes and was given for services prior to the 1st January 1782. 
   Given under my hand, at the Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
   18th day of March, 1835. 
    S/ Jas E. Heath, AUDITOR 
  
State of Virginia Prince George County 
Personally came Thomas Dowden1 before me Francis E. King an acting Justice of the peace for 
the said County who being duly sworn deposeth and saith that William Hackney was a regular 
Soldier for three years in the Continental service in the first Virginia Continental service 
commanded by Colonel Davis in Captain Peter Joneses Company and served until his death that 
he enlisted in 1777, was at the siege of Charles Town [Charleston, May 12, 1780], where he died 
that I never knew of any other person of the name of William Hackney and that he is in his 
eightieth year of his age.  Sworn to and subscribed before me this the 6th day of August 1834. 
      S/ Thomas Dowden, X his mark 
 
[p 5: partial legible petition filed by the "Brothers and Sister and Nephews of William Hackney"] 
 
[p 9] 
[Prince George County, Virginia] 
Personally came Mary [image partially obscured and illegible] of the County & State aforesaid 
[presumably Prince George County Virginia appears at the head of this document since the 
acknowledgment is taken in that County] before me Lemuel Hunnicutt an acting justice of the 
County and State aforesaid who being duly sworn deposeth and saith that Ann Hackney, Salley 
Hackney, William Rives in right of his wife, Joseph Womack in right of his wife, Travis H 

                                                 
1 Thomas Dowden (Doudeen) W4181 
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Womack Son of Salley Womack formally Salley Hackney and Hartwil Hackney's Heirs (viz.) 
Dudley Brockwell in right of his wife, Delington Roach and Robert Hackney, son of Hartwell are 
the only Heirs of William Hackney Deceased formerly a soldier in the Revolutionary war who 
services are proven by Thomas Dowden.  Sworn to before me this 4th day of October 1834 
      S/ Leml. Hunnicutt, JP 
[Acknowledged in Prince George County Virginia] 
 
[p 11] 
Report upon the claim of the heirs of William Hackney, a Soldier of the Continental line, for 
bounty land for his services. 
To Governor Tazewell 
Sir, 
 This soldiers name has been found only once on the Army Register of the Continental 
line.  A certificate issued, in the name of William Hackney a Soldier of Infantry, October 23rd, 
1783, for £56.3.4, the balance of his full pay &c; which certificate was delivered to Mr. Eppes 
(See Auditors Certificate.) 
 A soldier, named William Hackney, has received 100 acres of land, for his services in the 
Continental line. 
 The following facts have been proved by the testimony which is relied upon by the 
Petitioners – to wit – that William Hackney was a regular soldier, for three years, in the first 
Virginia Continental Regiment commanded by Colonel William Davies – that he enlisted in 
Captain Peter Jones' Company, in the year 1777, and died in 1780, at the Siege of Charleston, in 
service.  (See the affidavit of Thomas Dowden, a respectable witness.) 
 The above is as full a report of facts as I am able to make in this case – 
    Respectfully submitted 
     S/ John H Smith, Commissioner &c 
     April 3rd 1835 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
[Transcriber's note: page 16 of this file begins an analysis of the claim of Cornelius Haggany's 
heirs for bounty land. [See also papers in VSL indexed under the name Cornelius Hagany].  Page 
22 of this file begins an analysis of the claim of the heirs of Joseph Hailey for bounty land for 
service in Lee's Legion.] 


