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Pension application of Morris Jones VAS1303    vsl 13VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/17/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From rejected pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
Northumberland County to wit 
I M. B. Cralle Clerk of the court of said County do hereby certify that it does not appear from the 
records of my office that Morris Jones, William Norman & Spencer Hayrise [?] left any will.  
Given under my hand this 15th of September 1838 
    S/ M. B. Cralle, CC 
 
Northumberland County Court 9th of July 1838 
 It appears to the satisfaction of the court upon the testimony of witnesses sworn in open 
court & examined, that Morriss Jones late of the County of Northumberland enlisted as a 
drummer in the American revolutionary war in Captain John Crane's company at 
Northumberland Courthouse, was mustered in Crane's Company at Northumberland Courthouse, 
and marched off with him, served three years as drummer in the service of the United States and 
returned to the County of Northumberland & lived many years after – he died leaving seven 
children Lucy, Nancy, Morriss, Paul, Jinsey, Thomas & Mary.  Morriss is dead leaving two 
children Elizabeth & Morriss, – and that the said surviving six children & the two children of 
Morris their brother all the heirs and only heirs of the said Morris Jones drummer as aforesaid 
copy   Test 
     S/ M. B. Cralle, CC 
 
[p 5: power of attorney dated July 9, 1838 executed by Stephen Crowthers, Lucy Jones, Thomas 
Jones, Lemuel Lowe (who married Nancy Jones), John Lowe (who married Mary Jones), Paul 
Jones, Lindsey Jones.] 
 
[p 7] 
To the Executive of Virginia 
 Your petitioners Stephen Crowthers, Lindsey Jones, Thomas Jones, Lemuel Lowe, & 
Paul Jones & John Lowe of the County of Northumberland: The said Lindsay Jones, Thomas 
Jones & Paul Jones are sons of Morriss Jones, & the said Stephen Crowther married to Lucy 
Jones daughter of the said Morriss & Lemuel Lowe married Nancy Jones daughter of said 
Morriss, & John Lowe (married Mary daughter of the said Morriss) and that ye said petitioners 
are heirs & only heirs of Morriss Jones. 
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 That the said Morriss Jones enlisted in the company commanded by Captain John Craine 
of the Virginia Continental line in the war of the American Revolution, that he enlisted at an 
early period of the war for three years as drummer, & served out the three years as Drum Major 
in the said War.  At this late day it is difficult to prove facts that were notorious in former times – 
This is the first & only application that your petitioners or either of them have ever made for any 
bounty in land on account of the military services of the said Morriss Jones.  It is hoped that the 
evidence & vouchers accompanying this petition will be deemed sufficient & ye petitioners will 
ever pray etc. 

     
[Attested in Northumberland County Virginia September 11th, 1838] 
 
Received September 27, 1838 
Rejected March 16, 1840 
 D. C. 
 
 The deposition of John S Kastenson [?]1 taken before me Matthew Lamkin a justice of 
the peace for Northumberland County State of Virginia to be used in evidence before the 
Executive of Virginia in the application of the heirs of Morriss Jones for bounty land & pay on 
account of the military services in the American Revolutionary war of the said Morriss Jones. 
 This deponent being first sworn upon the holy evangelists of Almighty God deposeth and 
saith – 
Question by the agent & attorney of Stephen Crowther, Lindsey Jones, Thomas Jones, Lemuel 
Lowe, & John Lowe: 
Did you know Morriss Jones? 
Answer.  Yes I knew Morriss Jones when he enlisted in the Army of the United States about the 
year 1777.   
Question by same – Did you know him previous to the year 1777? 
Answer.  Yes, he was a neighbor of mine, I knew him before he went in the war, & after he came 
back & I knew him until his death which was about 1802. 

                                                 

1  Other places, this name looks more like "John S. 
Hesterson."; the archivist at the State Library of Virginia in preparing the index card for this file lists his name as 
"John S. Kesterson." or "John S. Keaterson" 

 



Question by same.  Had Morris Jones any children at the time of his death & has he any now – if 
he has who are they? 
Answer.  Yes he had seven children, Lucy, Nancy, Morriss, Paul, Lindsey, Thomas & Mary and 
they are all living but Morriss he is dead.  
Question by same.  Are there daughters named & if they are, whom did they marry? 
Answer.  Lucy married Stephen Crowther, Nancy married Lemuel Lowe, & Mary married John 
Lowe. 
Question by same – Are their husbands now living – 
Answer – Yes, all of them. 
Question by same – Do you know whether these are the only heirs of Morriss Jones? 
Answer.  Yes, they are the only heirs. 
Question by same.  Do you or do you not know whether Morriss Jones of whom you have 
spoken ever rendered any military services in the American Revolutionary War, if you do, state 
all you know about it. 
Answer.  Yes, Morriss Jones enlisted under Captain John Craine at Northumberland Court House 
I think about the year 1777 & served five years & returned home about May 1783. 
Do you know for how many years he enlisted? 
Answer.  He enlisted I know for three years, but he served more as he told me after he came 
back.  I know he was gone five years or upwards & when he returned he brought his Drum with 
him. 
Question by same – How came he to have a Drum? 
Answer.  How he got it I am not able to say, but he enlisted as Drummer, & was the best 
drummer ever I heard, & he acted as drum major in the militia as long as he lived after he 
returned. 
Question.  By same – Do you know whether Morriss Jones made a will before he died? 
Answer.  I cannot say positively but I don't believe he did, I never heard of any. 
Question by same – Did Morriss Jones the younger have any children? 
Answer: yes, he left two. 
Question by same.  Is the mother of these two children living, I mean the widow of Morriss the 
younger? 
Answer.  I have heard that she is dead, I believe she years. 
Question by same.  Do you know whether Morriss Jones the revolutionary soldier ever applied 
for or got any bounty land or pay for his services? 
Answer.  Not that I know of – nor do I believe his children have ever applied since his death for 
any. 
And further this deponent saith not. 
     S/ John S. Resterson [?] 

      
The foregoing deposition taken, signed & sworn to before me at Northumberland Court House 
this 13th September 1838.  Given under my hand & seal 
      S/ Matthew Lamkins [?] 

      


