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Pension application of James Kennedy VAS1038    vsl 4VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     11/14/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From rejected pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
    Petition for additional Bounty land 
The heirs of James Kennedy – Lieutenant – State line – 
The return of the state Garrison Regiment February 7 1782 grants [?] the following facts – that 
James Kennedy served as Sergeant in the Continental Army for 3 years – that he was on account 
of his good conduct & the strong recommendation of Colonel Porterfield, appointed an officer in 
the State Garrison Regiment (perhaps in some) – that he was Lieutenant July 20th 1779 – and 
supernumerary in 1782 – (see Petition St. Geo. Pugh [???]). 
 There is no reason to doubt that he was supernumerary, at the end of the war = on the 
contrary, there is good ground for presumption, that he was supernumerary at the end of the war. 
 The Faucher, for the allowance of bounty land which has been made, proves that 
Kennedy was in service in July 1776 – He received December 20th 1782 [last digit unclear] 2666 
2/3 acres of land for a service of 3 years – 
If your Excellency should allow the additional bounty land which is asked – the time of 
commencement of Kennedy service should be (according to the aforesaid voucher in the 
Executive Department) January 1776. 
       Respectfully submitted 
       S/ John H Smith, Commissioner &c 
        
To his Excellency Governor Tazewell 
 
    To his Excellency the Governor of Virginia 
 The Heirs of Lieutenant James Kennedy respectfully pray the allowance of Land Bounty 
full one-year & three and one half months service more than six years – Their ancestor received 
for service from July 1776 to 6 July 1779.  They beg leave to state that he became a 
supernumerary officer in 1780 & served to the end of the War, which the Executive has decided 
was on the 22nd of April 1783.  – Mr. Smith report to the legislature (Document No. 1) proves 
that he received land for service from July 1779.  He must have been in service three years 
before that time – & after that became supernumerary & served to the end of the war.  The 
original voucher in the Council Chamber shows that he was in service in January 1776. 
Additional Bounty Land is very Respectfully asked – 
 That they beg leave to state that their ancestor his reported a supy [abbreviation for 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://lva1.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/F/?func=file&file_name=find-b-clas60&local_base=CLAS60
http://lva1.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/F/?func=file&file_name=find-b-clas60&local_base=CLAS60


supernumerary?] officer & has received his half pay. 
     S/ Heirs by their attorney [name is illegibly signed] 


