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Pension application of  Paul Henson W94801  Elizabeth fn45NC 
   Transcribed by Will Graves    rev'd 4/30/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some 
instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Where the 
meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no 
change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within 
brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A 
bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a 
guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on 
these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 
'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech 
recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my 
southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all 
misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather 
than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June 
one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
Kentucky, Clay County: Sct. 
 Be it remembered that on this 4th day of July 1837, Personally appeared in open 
Court before the Judge of the Clay Circuit Court in the State and County aforesaid, Paul 
Henson, of said County, aged 75 years who in order to claim the benefit of the provisions 
of an Act of Congress passed the 7th of June 1832, made upon oath the following 
declaration in open Court, He States that he volunteered in the service of the United 
States in the Revolutionary War in Wilks County [Wilkes County] North Carolina some 
time of the year before the Battle of Kings Mountain which he thinks was in the fall of 
1780 under John Cleveland Capt, and Chas. Gorden [Charles Gordon] Lieut., Benj. 
Cleveland [Benjamin Cleveland], Col.; and rendezvoused at Wilkes Courthouse, and 
their business was to Scout & traverse the Counties of Wilkes, Surry & Guilford, in 
which they continued continuously for the space of three months, the time for which he 
entered and was discharged without a writing. 
 In a few weeks he again volunteered under Ning Hanskins [?] Captain and John 
Sevier Lieutenant, for three months, and Rendezvoused on Chucky [sic, Nolichucky 
River] near the Greasy Cove and marched to bull Mouth and on to the Indian Nation 
killed one Indian but had no engagement, returned to the Greasy Coats and was 
discharged by written discharge having served out his three months.  He believes it was 
whilst on this tour the battle was at King's Mountain. 
 The next year he entered the 12 months service under Captain Cleveland or 
Pervard [sic, Brevard?] and he cannot recollect precisely which he however believes that 
he served the most of the time under Pervard, Ben Henin Major and Ben. Cleveland 
Colonel, marched to Frohawk's Mill [sic, Frohock's Mill] near Salisbury and were 
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stationed there for some time and then marched to Charlotte and there stationed some 
time thence to 96 District from thence turned toward King's Mountain from thence on to 
the head of Watauga [River] and there stationed some time thence traversed the Country 
through to Wilkes County and were discharged having been in actual service the whole 
12 months except permitted to go home once in the time & returned directly.  This was 
called the 12 month service during which time they took several Tories, killed one John 
Guin & wounded one Henry Adkins but never was it any general engagement. 
 He afterwards moved to Bedford County Virginia & was called out to serve a tour 
and went from that County and served under Captain Smith a 3 months tour they were 
[in] actual service three months during which we were Scouting in the County about 
Sandy & Clinch [rivers] this was shortly after he returned from the 12 months service – 
his Colonel was by the name of Smith.  He states that he was engaged in actual service 
three years in all but cannot state the particulars or the particular times, all, owing to his 
great failure in recollection from old age & disease.  He further states that he has always 
refused to apply for his Pension believing it was not right to be paid for defending his 
Country, a thing that every body ought to do, but he has now become almost helpless in 
consequence of the age & injury lately received by a fall from his horse and now needs 
aid.  He states that he was born in Amelia County Virginia and after the war moved to 
Tennessee, & from there to Kentucky, Clay County where he now resides.  He has no 
documentary evidence of his Service, having lost all his discharges.  He was personally 
acquainted with General Washington & General Green [sic, Nathanael Greene].  He has 
no record of his age – but believes from the best lights he has upon the subject that he is a 
little over 75 years old.  He has no intimate acquaintance with any minister or preacher 
living in the mountains & all the preachers live at a great distance and only visit at their 
monthly meetings.  He knew refers to two of his neighbors & acquaintances, Beasley 
Hollinsworth and Richard Hubbard – who can testify in [illegible word] to his Character 
& the report of his Services. 
 He knows of no person living by whom he can prove his services precisely. 
 He hereby relinquishes all claim to a pension or annuity except the present & 
declares that his name is not on the roll of the agency of any State whatever. 
 Sworn to this day & year aforesaid but not being able to write he makes his Mark. 
       S/ Paul x Henson 
Witness: 
S/ John A. Moore 
[Beasley Hollinsworth and Richard Hubbard gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Elizabeth Henson, aged 49, made application on June 26, 1857 in Clay Co., Ky., for a 
widow's pension stating that she married her husband in Jackson Co., Tenn., on August 
11th [?] 1828, they were married by one Joshua H. Got, JP; that her husband died October 
16, 1839.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 6 
months service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 


