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Pension application of John Williams W9015 Winnefred  fn28VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     9/22/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky Woodford County: SS 
 On this the 16th day of February 1843 personally appeared before me Thomas Syne 
[Thomas Lyne?] an acting Justice of the Peace in and for the County of Woodford State of 
Kentucky Mrs. Winnefred Williams [Winifred Williams] aged upwards of eighty-four years and 
who is by reason of Bodily infirmity prevented from appearing in Open Court, and who after 
being first duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath make the following Declaration in 
order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the Act of Congress passed July 7th 1838 
entitled "an act granting half pay and pensions to certain widows" that she is the widow of John 
Williams who was a Soldier of the Regular Virginia State Line during the war of the Revolution, 
and enlisted some short time after the commencement of said war, about the spring of 1776 as a 
soldier to serve during the war – and the names of the officers under whom he enlisted not now 
recollected but that the greater portion of his service, and the latter end of the same, was rendered 
in the State Garrison Regiment under Colonel George Muter and Lieutenant Opie Devanfort 
[Opie Davenport], the last of whom Declarant was intimately acquainted with.  She further 
Declares that she was born and raised in the same neighborhood with her said husband and knew 
him from the earliest days of her remembrance and knew well the time he joined the Army of the 
United States, and knows well or verily believes that he served upwards of four years in actual 
service in the Regular Line of Virginia and during which time he would return to his home on 
furlough to see his friends and remained some short time and then returned back to his post to 
perform the duties of a soldier, and after serving in actual service the period of time above stated, 
he procured one Charles Boyle as a Substitute to complete the remainder of the time, which was 
for an indefinite period, and he then received a discharge from the service, and which is herewith 
filed, and which was given by Colonel George Muter on the 20th day of July 1780 – She further 
declares that she and her husband were both raised in Richmond County Virginia what was 
called the northern necks of Virginia, and that her said husband resided in said Richmond County 
when he entered the service and that he entered as a volunteer, and cannot state the Battles in 
which he was engaged, as she was not an eyewitness to all the service performed.  She also 
declares that the documentary evidence which she has in support of her claim to a Pension 
consist of a discharge before mentioned given her said husband from further service on the 20th 
day of July 1780 and two leaves from the family Bible of her said husband setting forth her 
marriage with her said husband and the marriages of their children and likewise the births of the 
same and all the deaths of some of the same and also the death of her said husband and said 
leaves also contain the dates of the births of some of her grandchildren being five in number and 
which are set forth on the latter end of the fourth column on the second page, and also contain 
the dates of the death of Elizabeth and Nancy Williams daughters in law of Declarant, And said 
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leaves are herewith filed and connected by ribbon – and the aforesaid discharge is connected to 
this by wafers.  She further declares that she was married to the said John Williams on the 13th 
day of December 1781, that her husband the aforesaid John Williams died on the 15th day of 
March 1818, that she was not married to him prior to his leaving the service, but the marriage 
took place previous to the first day of January 1794 viz. at the time above stated.  And that she 
has never married since the death of her said husband but still remains his widow, as will more 
fully appear by reference to the proof hereto annexed. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year above written before me 
S/ Thos. Syne, JP    S/ Winnefred Williams, X her mark 
 
[fn p. 15] 
The bearer John Williams having procured one Charles Boyle to take his place in my Regiment 
for the remainder of the time he had to Serve, with the approbation of his own immediate officer, 
is hereby discharged from any further service in the said Regiment. 
 Given under my hand this 20th of July 1780 
     S/ George Muter Col SGR [State Garrison Regiment] 

 
 
[fn p. 24: copy of a marriage bond issued to John Williams & Leroy Howard December 28, 1781, 
the condition of which was the marriage of John Williams to Winifred Howard.  The bond was 
issued in Richmond County Virginia.] 
 
[fn pp. 6-9] 
   Marriages 
John Williams & Winifred Howard his wife were married 30 of December 1781 
Cornelius Edwards and Polly Williams were married October 10 [too faint to read] 
Portunates [?very faint] Davenport and Nancy Williams were married [too faint to discern]  
 February 6th 1811 
Joseph Davidson and Elizabeth H Williams were married 16th of July 1811 
Milton H. Williams & Nancy Withers were married ye March 30th 1815 
Herman Williams and Sally Good were married October 20th 1819 [very faint not clear] 
David Williams & Elizabeth W Howard were married July 11th 1822 
Jefferson Williams & Cynthia Snoddy were married August 5th 1824 the last 
David Williams and Nancy Lyne were married January 19th 1832 



    Births 
Cyrus Williams was born ye 30th of October 1782 
Polly Williams was born ye 14th June 1786 
Nancy Williams was born ye 14th January 1789 
Elizabeth H Williams was born ye 23rd of March 1791 
Milton [?  Very faint] H Williams was born ye 14th June 1793 
Howard Williams was born 5th of December 1795 
Sally [?  Very faint] Williams was baptized 29th of January 1798 
David Williams was born January 29 1799 
Jefferson Williams was born 24th of October 1801 
Thaddeus Williams was born January 10th 1827 
Lucy Ann Williams was born May 8, 1829 
Mary Elizabeth, daughter of David and Nancy Williams was born January 4th 1833 
Martha Williams was born December 2nd 1835 
Winneford Williams was born April 17th 1838 
    Deaths 
Cyrus Williams departed this life 5th March 1786 
Sally Williams departed this life February [illegible] 1796 
John Williams departed this life 15th of March 1818 
Elizabeth H Davidson departed this life June 28th 1820 
Elizabeth W Williams departed this life April 24th 1830 
Nancy Williams departed this life October 7th 1840 
 
[Veteran's widow was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1843 for 
her husband's service as a private for 2 years in the Virginia Continental line.] 


