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Pension application of Elisha Ford W8821  Sarah Ford   f40SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves   1/15/09 rev'd 3/9/15 & 3/3/21 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
State of Kentucky Shelby County 
 Be it known that on this 19th day of August 1833 personally appeared before H. 
Bohannon a Justice of the peace in and for Shelby County in the State of Kentucky being also 
one of the Judges of the Shelby County Court, Elisha Ford a resident of the said County of 
Shelby aged 75 years who by reason of his bodily infirmity is unable to attend the proper court to 
make his declaration and who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and 
served as herein stated, that is to say.  In the month of April in the year 1776 as well as he at 
present remembers he entered the service of the United States as a drafted militia man and 
private soldier upon a tour of six months in the company of Capt. Andrew Berry [Andrew Barry] 
and served as such during the whole of his said tour -- that he was attached to the Regiment 
commanded by Col. Wingate as well as he remembers.  He states that at the time of his said entry 
into the service he was a resident of Spartanburg County South Carolina that he was immediately 
upon his said entry into the service marched to Hites [could be Kites] old store and was there 
kept stationed in a humble Fort which they built under the immediate command of Lieut. John 
Nesbett [John Nesbit].  He states that there service was against the Indians upon the frontier and 
upon the termination of his said tour of duty he was discharged and returned home. 
 He further states and declares that in the month of May in the year 1777 as well as he 
remembers being still a resident of Spartanburg County South Carolina he again and entered the 
service of the United States as a private volunteer soldier in the company of Capt. John Berry 
[John Barry] -- that he was again attached to Col. Wingate's Regiment.  He states that this tour 
was for six months -- that he was marched to the frontiers against the Indians and was there kept 
during the whole of his tour in order to protect & defend the frontier settlements from the 
incursions of the savages that during his tour he was engaged in several small skirmishes with 
the Indians and at the termination thereof having fully and faithfully served out the service he 
was again discharged and returned home. 
 He further states and declares that afterwards in the month of January in the year 1778 he 
again entered the service of the United States as a private volunteer soldier in the company of 
Capt. John Barry, which was a company of mounted riflemen, upon a tour of six months -- that 
he rendezvoused with his company at three forks of Tiger [Tyger River] that he was marched 
from there towards Augusta in Georgia in order to join General Williamson [Andrew 
Williamson] who lay with his Army on the Savannah River -- that on their route they fell in with 
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and were attached to the Battalion of Major Brenham [probably Thomas Brandon] and they then 
all marched on together and joined General Williamson and He states that he was not during any 
part of this tour under the command of a Col. that he recollects of but that he was under the 
command of Major Brenham -- that Major Brenham's Battalion was used much as a foraging and 
scouting party -- he states that during a part of this tour he was in Georgia having been ordered 
there together with others to assist General Marion [Francis Marion] who was hard-pressed.  He 
states that his services however during this tour were confined principally to South Carolina -- 
that he continued in the service actually and actively employed during the whole of his said tour 
and at the termination thereof he was discharged and returned home to Spartanburg County 
South Carolina where he still resided. 

He further states and declares that in the month of May in the year 1781 he again entered 
the service of the United States as a private volunteer soldier in the company of Capt. John Barry 
upon a tour of six months -- that the Regiment to which he was attached was placed under the 
command of Major Tolls [Oliver Towles].  That he rendezvoused with his company at the 
courthouse in said County of Spartanburg as well as he remembers and he was marched 
immediately towards Ninety Six and joined the Army under the command of General Green 
[Nathanael Greene].  He states that he was present and assisted at the siege of that place and 
continued with General Greene's Army in active service during the whole period of his said 
engagement and at the termination thereof was discharged and returned to his home in the said 
County of Spartanburg where he still resided. 

He states and declares that from his advanced age, the great lapse of time and his 
consequent loss of memory, he cannot state the precise times at which he entered the service but 
from his present best recollection he served in the manner and at the times as are stated -- that he 
did not serve during the war of the revolution less than twenty-four months as a private soldier 
and for that service he claims a pension. 
 He states that he has no documentary evidence and he knows of no person whose 
testimony he can procure who can testify to his service or any part of it. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
He Sworn to and subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
     S/ Elisha Ford, Senior 

     
Interrogatories put to the above named applicant Elisha Ford by H. Bohannon the said Justice of 
the Peace 
1st  Where and in what year were you born? 
Answer.  I was born in Fairfax County Virginia in the year 1757 on 24th November according to 
my information. 
2nd  Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
Answer -- I have no record of my age in my possession but have seen it in my father's Bible. 
3rd  Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the 
Revolutionary War and where do you now live? 
Answer.  I lived in Spartanburg County South Carolina when I was called into the service upon 
each of my tours and continued to live there for some time after the war and in the year 1799 I 
moved from South Carolina to Shelby County Kentucky in which County & State I still live. 
4th  How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a 



substitute, and if in substitute, for whom? 
Answer.  I was drafted on my first tour and on my others I was a volunteer 
5th  State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops when you served, 
such Continental and militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of 
your service. 
Answer -- I recollect to have seen Generals Greene & Williamson and Colonels Lee, Washington 
and Ford -- I cannot at this time call to my mind the name of any other of the officers except 
those under whom I served.  My services in my first and second tours were performed on the 
frontiers against the Indians.  I was engaged in many scouts and performed much active service 
against them.  My services in my third tour were performed in South Carolina and Georgia under 
the command of Major Brenham and General Williamson.  In my fourth tour my Regiment was 
under the command of Major Tolls [Oliver Towles?] and we were attached to the Army of 
General Greene.  I was present and assisted at the siege of Ninety Six [May 22-June 19, 1781] 
and was with the Army during the whole of that Campaign. 
6th  Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what 
has become of it? 
Answer I received discharges signed by my officers which I have lost 
7th  State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who 
can testify as to your character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the 
revolution. 
Answer -- I will name William W. Ford & Henry Baskett as persons who live in my 
neighborhood & to whom I am known. 

Sworn to and subscribed this day & year aforesaid 
     S/ Elisha Ford, Senior 
[William W. Ford, a clergyman, and Henry M. Baskett gave the standard supporting affidavit.]  
 
[p 8:  On September 10, 1838 in Shelby County, Kentucky, Sarah Ford, 73, filed for a widows 
pension stating that she is the widow of Elisha Ford; that she married him March 9 1784 in 
Newberry County South Carolina; that he died September 29, 1833. 

] 
 
[p 13 family record] 
Elisha Ford born 24 November 1757 and departed this life the 29th day of September 1833 Lived 
beloved died beloved 
Elisha Ford and Sarah his wife was married marched the 9 day of 1784 
William Ford son of Elisha Ford and Sarah his wife was born April 26 1785 and married 1st 
January 1811 
John Ford son of Elisha Ford and Sarah his [wife] was born October 3 day 1787 -- and was 
married 28th day of June 1808 
Nancy Ford Daughter of Elisha Ford and Sarah his wife was born the 30 day of May 1789 and 
married the 5 day of April 1804 
Mary Ford Daughter of Elisha Ford and Sarah his wife was born the 18 day of December 1791 
and departed this life the 30th of May following 
And her Sister Polly was born the 2 day of January 1795 and married the 23 day of September 
1812 



Sally Ford was born the 16 of September 1797 and was married 16 of Oct. 1813 

 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for 2 years in the South Carolina militia.  His widow was pensioned in a like amount.] 
 
 
South Carolina Audited Accounts1 relating to Elisha Ford  pp 8 
Audited Account No. 2467 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     3/3/21 
 
[p 2] 

                                                 
1 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for 
a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” 
box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The number behind the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file 
and the ‘Audited Account No.’ is the actual Account Number assigned by the South Carolina Archives. 
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[No. 3492]    No. 44 
[Book] X  8 August 86 [1786] 
Elisha Ford 
For Militia Duty in Roebuck’s [Benjamin Roebuck’s] Regiment, since the fall of Charleston 
[Charleston South Carolina fell to the British on May 12, 1780] per Anderson’s [Colonel Robert 
Anderson’s] Return [not extant] amounting to 
 [old South Carolina] Currency £73.0.0 
    Sterling £10.8.6 ¾  
Exd. J. Mc. A. G. [Examined by John McCall, Adjutant General] 
 
Received 12 April 1788 the Amount of the Within Account in Indent No. 3492 Book X per order 
   S/ William Pearson 

    
 
[p 3:  repeat of the above information] 
 
[p 4] 
South Carolina Ninty Six District} To the Publick Treshurers of Ye State aforesd 
Plese Deliver My Indents to Willm Pears [sic] both Royel & porsonal Being in part for Personal 
Servis in Colnl Robucks Regmt and Sum for a Caff & This Shall Be a Recept from Yours to 
Cumm’d     S/ Elisha Ford 

        
I Certifie I See Elisha ford sine the a Bove Sertificate 
ye 29th March 1788 
S/ P. Waters JP 


