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Pension application of John Sanders 1 W8702  Elizabeth Sanders f66NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     11/21/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 8] 
State of South Carolina District of Pickens: SS 
 On this 11th [?] day of November 1846 personally appeared before the Honorable Josiah J 
Evans Judge of the Court of General Sessions and Common Pleas for said District, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Sanders a resident of the same District and State, aged Eighty-one years (and who I 
certify is unable to bodily infirmity to attend in open Court) who being first duly sworn, 
according to law, doth, on her oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit 
of the provision made by the act of Congress passed July 7th 1838, and the several acts in 
continuation thereof: That she is the widow of John Sanders who was a private in the militia in 
the War of the Revolution, and that herself & husband both resided in Chatham County North 
Carolina at the time of his entering the service, and she always understood from her said husband 
that he was out two tours of three months each as a volunteer, and during [one] of them, taken 
prisoner by Colonel Fanning [David Fanning] and carried near to Wilmington, a distance of near 
one hundred miles, there were several others taken at the same time as she understood, all of 
whom were so badly treated that they nearly all died, she cannot recollect the names of the 
Officers under whom he served, although she has often heard him speak of them.  She has often 
heard him conversing with those with whom he served, and by their conversations, she is 
satisfied he served at least six months. 
 She further declares that she was married to her said husband John Sanders in Chatham 
County North Carolina by a Justice of the Peace by the name of Harmon, on the thirteenth day of 
June 1783, and a few years afterwards moved to South Carolina – her husband the aforesaid John 
Sanders died in this District on the 7 day of April 1823 and she has remained a widow ever since 
that period, as will more fully appear by the proof here with Sent. 
Sworn to and Subscribed before me the date above 
S/ Josiah J Evans    S/ Elizabeth Sanders, X her mark 
 
[p 10:  On December 20, 1847 in Union District South Carolina, Frances Lamb, an aged woman, 
gave testimony that she was well acquainted with John Sanders and his wife Elizabeth Ray; that 
she was present at their marriage in the summer of 1783; that they were married by a magistrate 
named Zacariah Harmon [Zachariah Harmon] in Chatham County North Carolina where they 
lived until they had one child when they moved to Union District South Carolina where they 
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stayed only a short time before they moved back to Chatham County North Carolina; that they 
moved from Chatham County to South Carolina then to Georgia then to Pickens South Carolina 
where they remained until John Sanders died; "Deponent further states that she heard John 
Sanders say he was taken prisoner by Fannon [sic] together with several others and carried to or 
near Wilmington a prisoner and was Badly treated by shutting them in a store room and several 
of them died by such treatment."  She signed her affidavit with her mark.] 
 
[p 17:  On January 16, 1851 in Pickens District South Carolina, William Sanders, an old 
gentleman, gave testimony that he was well acquainted with John Sanders and his wife Elizabeth 
who lived a neighbor to him for many years; that he has often heard the veteran talk of being 
taken prisoner by Fanning and carried to Wilmington and suffered ill-treatment; that the veteran 
served several tours in the place of his father for 2 years or more and one or 2 tours on his own 
footing but was disposed to go in his father's place in order that his mother and the rest of family 
not be left without his father's support. 

The relationship, if any, of the affiant to the veteran is not 
stated.] 
 
[Veteran's widow was pitching at the rate of $20 per annum for her husband's service as a private 
in the North Carolina militia for 6 months.] 


