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Pension application of Esom Hannan [Hannah] W7644 Mary Hannan  f35VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      2/10/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
Virginia 
 At a Court held at the Courthouse for the County of Botetourt on Monday the 12th day of 
November 1832 – 
 On this 12th day of November 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the Court 
of Botetourt County now sitting Esom Hannan a resident of said County of Botetourt and State 
of Virginia aged 80 years who being duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June the 7th 
1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers, and 
served as herein stated. 
 The first tour which he performed was under Captain William McClanahan [William 
McClenahan] against the Indians on the Holston River, before he arrived there the Americans 
had an engagement with the Indians near long Island in said River, he recollects seeing the dead 
bodies of the Indians after they got up, he was drafted for three months and at the expiration of 
that time he volunteered under Captain McClanahan and marched from the Holston against the 
Cherokee Towns on Tennessee River, they burnt several of the Towns, General Christie [William 
Christian] was the Commanding officer, he entered this service in June 1776 and left it 
November of the same year when he was regularly discharged he has lost his discharge he 
resided in the County of Botetourt when he entered the service – 
 In the summer of 1777 or 78 he thinks during harvest time he was again drafted and 
marched under Captain William McClanahan against the Tories, they were on their way to 
Ramsour's Mill in North Carolina but were stopped at the lead mines in Virginia for the purpose 
of guarding them – he was drafted for three months this tour and received a discharge which he 
has lost, he was living at the same place when drafted this time.  In the month of January or 
February 17__he was again drafted and marched under Captain William McClanahan to North 
Carolina a few days before the battle of Guilford [March 15, 1781], he was in a slight skirmish 
with the enemy.  Colonel William Washington the Commander, he recollects that on that day he 
saw Captain David May during the engagement ride off and order his men to follow him.  May 
was afterwards broke but he believes reinstated again, he was not in the battle of Guilford but on 
the day it was fought he was guarding the provision wagons.  He was drafted for three months 
this tour also & received a discharge which he has lost.  In the summer of the year __ he was 
again drafted and marched under Captain Looney to York – Cornwallis was then blockaded in 
York, he recollects seeing the Marquis Lafayette frequently there before the Surrender he 
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returned home his term of three months for which he was drafted having expired he was 
regularly discharged, his place of residence was the same during the whole of the preceding time.  
He knows no person by whom he can prove his services except William Poage who has signed 
the following Certificate and he only as to part – 
 Sworn to and subscribed in open Court 
     S/ Esom Hannan 
We William Poage and Lewis Harvey residing in the County of Botetourt hereby Certify that we 
are well acquainted with Esom Hannan who has subscribed and sworn to the above Declaration 
that we believe him to be 80 years of age that he is reputed & believed in the neighborhood 
where he resides to have been a Soldier of the revolution and that we concur in that Opinion.  
William Poge [sic] one of the Subscribers hereto knows the service of said Hannah [sic] as stated 
in his declaration as far as relates to his tour at the lead mines and in North Carolina before the 
battle of Guilford he was with him in both tours and well recollects to have seen him – 
Sworn and subscribed the day & year aforesaid 
    S/Lewis Harvey 
    S/ William Poag 

      
Botetourt County Virginia to wit 
 Personally appeared before me the undersigned a Justice of the Peace for said County 
Esom Hannah who being duly sworn, did deposeth & saith that by reason of old age & the 
consequent loss of memory, he cannot swear positively as to the precise length of his service, but 
according to the best of his recollection he served not less than the periods mentioned below & in 
the following grades: For one year & five months I served as a private soldier & for such service 
I claim a pension.  I hereby relinquish every claim to any other pension than the one under the 
Act of June 7th 1832 
    S/ John G Dillon 
 
[p 8: On October 11, 1843 in Roanoke County Virginia, Mary Hannan, aged about 79 years, 
applied for a widow's pension under the 1838 act stating that she is the widow of Esom Hannan, 
a revolutionary war pensioner; that her maiden name was Greenlee; that she married Esom 
Hannan in Botetourt County Virginia on or about the 15th day of September 1783; that her 
husband died March 20, 1843.  She signed her application with her mark.] 
 
[p 9: On October 11, 1843 in Roanoke County Virginia, Abraham Hannan gave a supporting 
affidavit but his relationship, if any to the veteran and/or his widow is not stated 

] 
 
[p 32: copy of a marriage bond dated September 11, 1783 issued in Botetourt County Virginia to 
Isam Hannan and William Greenlee conditioned upon the marriage of Hannan to Mary Greenlee 
daughter of William Greenlee of the parish of Botetourt.] 



[Facts in file: The widow was the daughter of William Greenlee of Botetourt; the name of her 
mother is not shown; there is no data in this file regarding the children, if any, of the veteran and 
his widow.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $56.66 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 17 months in the Virginia service.  His widow was pensioned in a like 
amount.] 


