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Pension application of John Wright W6588  Elizabeth  f61VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     10/19/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[f 10] 
State of Virginia County of Allegheny to wit: 
 On this 16th day of September 1833 personally appeared in open Court, before the 
Justices of the County Court of Allegheny now sitting John Wright a resident of said County and 
State of Virginia, aged 76 years next November who being first duly sworn doth on his oath 
make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 
7th 1832.  That he entered the service of the United States under the following named Officers 
and served as herein stated.  That in the year 1778 he enlisted as a private Soldier, in a company 
commanded by Captain Burleigh, for the term of three years – Among the other officers of his 
company was John Taylor Lieutenant – Nathan Mills first Sergeant – that said Company 
belonged to the 3rd Virginia Regiment on Continental establishment commanded by Colonel 
Taylor, the Regiment assembled at Orange Court-House in the month of October 1778 and 
marched from thence to Baltimore – not far from this last named place they joined a body of men 
under the command of General Mathews and were marched to General Washington's Army then 
near Philadelphia – soon afterwards they were marched to a place called Stony Point where the 
British had landed, and the place was taken by the Americans – At this time they were in a 
Division of the Army under the command of General Wayne [Anthony Wayne].  After the Battle 
at Stony Point [July 16, 1779] he was in several skirmishes, and he continued in the service until 
after the Siege of York (he was at the Siege of York) [October 1781] and soon afterwards he was 
discharged.  He was in the service upwards of three years – he had enlisted for that period of 
time; but was not discharged for some time after that time had expired – he was in the service 
however not less than three years – At the time he enlisted he was a resident of Orange County 
Virginia.  That he has lost his certificate of Discharge and can obtain no other evidence of his 
services except the affidavit of Thomas Landers1 herewith transmitted.  He hereby relinquishes 
every claim to a pension or annuity except the present and he declares that his name is not on the 
pension roll of any agency of any State. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the Day and year aforesaid. 
      S/ John Wright, X his mark 
 
State of Virginia Allegheny County, to wit: 
 This day personally appeared in open Court before the Justices of the County Court 
aforesaid Thomas Landers, and made oath that he served with the above named John Wright in 
the Revolutionary War, that he knew him to be in the service upwards of two years, but cannot 
                                                 
1 FPA W3831 
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say how long he had been in the service before he knew him. 
       S/ Thomas Landers, X his mark 
 
[f p. 32] 
Virginia Allegheny County Court November Term 1833 
 On this 18th day of November 1833 personally appeared before the Justices of the 
County Court of said County in open Court being a Court of record John Wright a resident of 
said County in the State aforesaid aged 77 years who being first duly sworn according to law 
doth on his oath make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision 
made by the Act of Congress passed the 7th day of June 1832, that he enlisted in the Army of the 
United States in the year 1778, with Captain Garland Burleigh and served in the 3rd Virginia 
Regiment of the Continental line under the following named officers, to wit: Colonel Taylor 
Commandant of the said Regiment, the name of the Major he has forgotten, Garland Burleigh 
Captain and John Taylor first Lieutenant, Charles Porter 2nd Lieutenant and Nathan Mills first 
Sergeant; He enlisted for the term of 3 years.  He resided in the County of Orange in the State of 
Virginia at the time of his enlistment.  He enlisted on the 10th day of October 1778 as well as his 
memory now serves him and was discharged in the latter part of November 1781 having served 
several weeks longer than the term of his enlistment.  Immediately after he enlisted he was 
marched to Richmond in the State of Virginia where he remained 8 or 10 days, from Richmond 
he was marched to Little York in the same State where he remained about one month watching 
the movements of the enemy whose ships were then lying in the Chesapeake Bay.  From Little 
York he was marched to the North and joined the Army under the command of General 
Washington.  The first engagement he was and was at Stony Point in the State of New York in 
which Battle his Captain was wounded and returned home to the County of Orange in the State 
of Virginia where he died, he remained with the American Army in the North until the summer of 
1781, during which time he was in frequent skirmishes with the enemy.  In the summer of 1781 
he was marched with the Division of the Army commanded by Generals Lafayette & Wayne to 
York Town in the State of Virginia during the march the Army to which he was attached came 
within sight of the Enemy's Cavalry commanded by Tarleton, in the County of Louisa, but no 
engagement took place, the enemy being unwilling to risqué [risk] a Battle.  Sometime like one 
month after he arrived at York Town the American Commander in Chief, the immortal 
Washington arrived and soon compelled Cornwallis the British General then lying with his Army 
in York Town to surrender to the American forces – He was at York Town during the Siege and 
after the surrender was detained to guard the British Prisoners from York Town to Winchester 
Virginia where he arrived in October 1781 and was there detained by the orders of the 
Commander in Chief until the last of November following, having served a little upwards of one 
month beyond the period of his enlistment the precise number of days he was detained beyond 
the term of his enlistment (from a defect of memory) he cannot say.  He was detained at 
Winchester until the British prisoners there were placed under a guard of Militia drafted in the 
State of Virginia for that purpose when he was discharged.  After Captain Burleigh left the 
company as above stated, George Waugh took the Command in the place of Burleigh and 
retained the command until their discharge at Winchester.  He received a written discharge from 
Colonel Taylor at Winchester which he has since lost.  He hereby relinquishes every claim 
whatever to a pension or annuity but the present and he declares that his name is not on the 
Pension Roll of any Agency in any State, or (if any) only on that of the Agency of the State of 
Virginia. 



       S/ John Wright, X his mark 
 
[f p 4: On February 13, 1845 in Rockbridge County Virginia, Elizabeth Wright, 79 years last 
Christmas, made application for a widow's pension under the 1838 act as the widow of John 
Wright a revolutionary war pensioner; that she married him October 5, 1789 in the house of her 
father William Walker in Goochland County Virginia; that they were married by the Reverend 
George Morris, a Baptist clergyman who resided in the adjoining County of Fluvanna and 
accompanied John Wright for the purpose of performing said service; that her husband was then 
a resident of Fluvanna County Virginia; that she has no record of her marriage her father's Bible 
having been sold after his death; that her husband died in Rockbridge County at the house of 
David Little on May 26, 1836; and that she remains a widow.  She made her application while 
living at the house of her son-in-law Henry Frazier.  She signed her application with her mark.] 
 
[f p 14: On February 26, 1845 in Albemarle County Virginia, Mary Humphries gave testimony 
that she is the sister of Elizabeth Wright, the widow of John Wright, a revolutionary war 
pensioner; that her sister Elizabeth Walker, now Elizabeth Wright, married John Wright in 
Goochland County about the first of October 1789 at the house of their father, William Walker; 
that affiant was then about 12 or 13 years old; that the wedding was performed by George Morris 
of Fluvanna County who came to their father's house with John Wright who also then lived in 
Fluvanna County.] 
 
[f p 21: On October 18, 1845 in Allegheny County Virginia, Nancy Bird, gave testimony that she 
is the oldest child of John and Elizabeth Wright; that her father was a pensioner of the United 
States and is now dead and her mother is still alive and resides in rock Ridge County Virginia 
and is an applicant for a pension.  That she, affiant, has no record of her age and is without 
education.  She had a brother Lewis Wright who was drafted in the service in the last war with 
Great Britain [the war of 1812] and served for some time he was drafted towards the close of the 
war; said Lewis was the 3rd child of her mother and father and is now dead.  Affiant believes 
herself to be 52 or possibly 53 years of age.  She signed her affidavit with her mark.] 
 
[f p 16: On April 5, 1847 in Rockbridge County Virginia, Samuel Ebbert gave testimony that he 
was acquainted with John and Elizabeth Wright; that Elizabeth Wright was an applicant for a 
pension at the time of her death; that she died in the month of March 1846 and was survived by 
the following children and heirs: Nancy Bird [or Byrd], wife of Thomas Bird [Byrd] of 
Allegheny County Virginia, Fanny Fraser [or Frazier] wife of Samuel Fraser [Frazier] of 
Rockbridge County Virginia, Eliza Fraser [or Frazier] wife of Henry Fraser [Frazier] of 
Rockbridge County Virginia, Maria Thomas wife of William Thomas of Bath County Virginia, 
Matilda McFarland wife of Anderson McFarland and Patsy Gillespie wife of __ Gillespie.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 2 months 
service as a private in the Virginia Continental line.] 


