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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 
scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 
original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 
wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 
non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 
of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 
resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 
all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 
encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina Davidson County: Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions 
 On this 16 day of May A.D. 1839 personally appeared before the County Court of Pleas 
& Quarter Sessions for the County of Davidson, State aforesaid Jemima White a resident in the 
County of Davidson State aforesaid aged about seventy-six years, who being first duly sworn 
according to law doth on her oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of 
the provision made by the act of Congress passed July 7, 1838 entitled "An act granting half pay 
& pensions to certain widows ["] -- That she is the widow of Philip White, who was a private in 
the Army & Militia of the Revolution, -- that her husband, did serve in the revolution -- in the 
different tours, that he joined as a private soldier in Captain Donoho's [Thomas Donoho's] 
Company of the 10th Regiment, that he enlisted in the State of North Carolina, in said Company 
and on the 14th of May 1781 for the term of twelve months & that he left the service the 14th day 
of June 1782, agreeable to the Certificate of William Hill Secretary of State, in and for the State 
of North Carolina, hereunto appended -- That she is satisfied he performed other tours of service 
prior to the tour mentioned, that although she was not married to him until the expiration of the 
last period of his [indecipherable word] -- but that she was well acquainted with him before he 
entered the service the first time -- as he had addressed her and desired to have her his wife --, 
and her good wishes followed him during the war -- that he then served a tour of eighteen 
months -- & one of six -- but whether in the militia -- or Continental line -- Affiant does not at 
this time recollect -- that in some of these tours -- he was at the Battles of Guilford and 
Charlestown -- that she verily believes -- but only from the circumstances -- that in paying his 
[indecipherable word, looks like 'erects' ], on his occasional return home, he informed her of the 
incidents of his tours -- and after her marriage with him it was frequent theme of conversation -- 
 She further declares, that at the time of her marriage she resided in the County of 
Granville, state of North Carolina. 
 That she does not recollect the particular day on which she was married -- but she is 
certain it was after the expiration of some four [could be "five"] months after peace was made, 
that her husband the said Philip White died in the County of Rowan and where he then resided in 
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the year 1827 on the 11th day of July. 
 That she was not married to him prior to his leaving the service, but the marriage took 
place previous to the first of January 1794 -- to wit in the year of seventeen hundred eighty-two -
- that she and her husband were married in the County of Granville but she has no knowledge of 
any record of her marriage. 
 She further declares that her husband the said Philip White -- was not on the Pension List 
when he died -- that about the time of his death he was making preparations under the then 
existing laws to get on the pension List but died before his papers were perfected. 
 Sworn to & subscribed in open Court 16th of May 1839 
S/ Chs. Mock, Clerk    S/ Jemima White, X her mark 
 
[fn p. 53: on May 16, 1839, Stephen Brinkly gave testimony that he was born in Granville 
County North Carolina and was well acquainted with Philip White who then resided in that 
County during the time of the revolutionary war; that he was aware of White serving in the Army 
a tour of 18 months, one of 12 or 14 months and one of 6 months but he does not know whether 
the such service was as a militia man, in the Continental or regular service; he knows that the 
names of some of the officers under whom he served were Taylor and Washington and that White 
was understood to have served in the Battles of Guilford & Charleston; that he recollects that 
Philip and Jemima White were married sometime in the year 1782 in Granville County North 
Carolina and removed from Granville to Rowan County in that portion which is now Davidson 
County.] 
 
[fn p. 373] 
State of North Carolina Granville County 
 This day personally appeared before William S. McClanahan a Justice of the Peace in and 
for the County and State aforesaid, John Locke, 2  a revolutionary Soldier, who being duly sworn 
upon the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God deposeth and saith that he was well acquainted with 
Philip White then of Granville County, but afterwards moved to Rowan County in North 
Carolina, where he died -- That the said Philip White was in the revolutionary War as a twelve 
months man, that he served full twelve months, was under Captain Thomas Donoho, Major 
Armstrong and Colonel Dixon, and that said Philip White was in the battle of Eutaw Springs in 
South Carolina -- he believes that the said White was honorably discharged -- He further swears 
that he was taken Prisoner at the Surrender of Charleston, was put upon his parole, and 
afterwards joined the Army before the battle of Eutaw Springs aforesaid -- 
 Sworn & subscribed the 18th day of December (at Oxford) 1840 
S/ W S McClanahan, JP    S/ John Locke 
 
[fn p. 88] 
State of North Carolina Granville County: I John Lock an old Revolutionary Soldier, aged 
eighty-eight years, to Certify that I was well acquainted with Philip White deceased & his wife 
Jemima, that Philip White served in the war of the Revolution in the following manner, first he 
performed as substitute for Thomas Howel [Thomas Howell] one Tower [tour] in the North 
Carolina Militia, I think under Captain Pullam, was at the siege of Charleston, was taken prisoner 
there placed on parole & suffered to return home to Granville County as Prisoner of War, the 
                                                 
2 This MAY be the same man as John Lock S41782, who was a pensioner under the 1818 act for service in the 
Continental Line earlier in the war. 

http://southerncampaign.org/pen/s41782.pdf


above tour was either three or five months, I cannot say definitively, he left home in the spring of 
1780, returned after the Battle of Charleston. After which in May 1781 he enlisted in the 
Continental line of this State, for twelve months, under Captain Donoho, where he served 
faithfully for that time, of which I know of my own personal knowledge during which time he 
was at the Battle of Eutaw Springs, where I was also, & saw him & I also saw Philip White 
frequently at different times during his last tour in South Carolina, as a reason why I should 
know the said White more particularly is, that he was raised in my immediate neighborhood & I 
was always acquainted with him and know of a certainty that Philip White of whom I testify did 
serve twelve months as a Continental Soldier & also one tour in the Militia. 
 Sworn to and subscribed on this 2nd day of November 1842 before 
S/ MD Royster, JP      S/ John Locke 
 
[fn p. 114: marriage bond dated September 17, 1783 issued to Philip White and William Priddy, 
bondsmen, to secure the marriage of Philip White to Jemima White -- issued in Granville County 
North Carolina] 
 
[fn p. 277] 
State of North Carolina Secretary of State's Office 
 I William Hill Secretary of State in and for the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that, it 
appears from the musterrolls of the Continental line of this State in the revolutionary war, that 
Philip White a private Soldier in Captain Donoho's company of the 10th Regiment enlisted on 
the 14th day of May 1781, for the term of 12 months and that he left the service on the 14th day 
of June 1782. 
   Given under my hand this 9th day of April 1839 
     S/ Wm Hill 
 
[fn p. 402: the widow sued on January 18 1848 in Stokes County North Carolina John Roach and 
Sylvester Bettice for unlawfully withholding her pension payments as her agents for the 
collection thereof.] 
 
[fn p. 451: Jemima Harris of Granville County gave testimony on December 10, 1840 that she 
has known Jemima White since she was a girl and was present at the marriage of Philip White to 
Jemima White and that they lived together as man and wife Ford years while they remained in 
Granville County.] 
 
[fn p. 491 the widow was still alive as of February 24, 1849 at which time she was living in 
Forsyth County North Carolina.] 


