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Pension application of James Swart1 W6112  Margaret   f79VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     5/30/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[f p. 12] 
State of Kentucky County of Nicholas: SS 
 On this 19th day of November A.D. 1852 personally appeared before me William Hillock 
a Justice of the Peace within and for the County and State aforesaid, duly authorized by law to 
administer oaths for general purposes – Margaret Swart widow of James Swart deceased aged 
eighty-four years a resident of Nicholas County in the State of Kentucky, who being duly sworn 
by me according to law, declares that she is the lawful widow of the identical James Swart 
deceased who was a private Cavalry Soldier in the company commanded by Captain __ in the __ 
Regiment of Cavalry Soldiers Virginia Continental line commanded by Generals Lee & Marion a 
part of the time by the farmer & part by the latter (she believes) in the Revolutionary war with 
Great Britain, declared by the United States on the 4th day of July A.D. 1776.  That her said 
husband volunteered at __in the County of Loudon [Loudoun] in the State of Virginia on or 
about the 1st but not positive as to the time he volunteered day of January A.D. 1777 for the term 
of during the war (she thinks) and continued in actual service in said war for the term of about 
four years perhaps longer and was honorably discharged by Congress (she believes) on or about 
the 31st day of December A.D. 1781 but not certain as will appear by the rolls of the Virginia 
Continental line (see certificate hereto annexed – she also refers to the muster rolls as evidence 
of service &c. 
 She further states that she was married to the said James Swart in the County of Burbon 
[Bourbon] in the State of Kentucky on the 18th day of May 1795 by one __ Easton a Minister of 
the gospel, that her name before her said marriage was Margaret Thomas that her said husband 
died at his home in Nicholas County Kentucky on the 10th day of May A.D. 18__and that she 
has remained a widow ever since his death and is still a widow. 
 She makes this declaration for the purpose of obtaining the pension due her as the widow 
of the said James Swart both the amount due him at the time of his deceased and the amount to 
which she may be entitled since his disease as his widow, he never having made any application 
for the same, during his lifetime under any act of Congress nor has she made any previous 
application Ward knew that she was entitled under any former act of Congress but now makes 
this declaration for all that may [be] due her as aforesaid. 
     S/ Margaret Swart, X her mark 
 
[f p. 6: on April 21, 1856 in Mason County Kentucky, the widow filed a claim for her bounty 
land entitlement as the widow of James Swart; in this document she states her age is 87; that her 
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husband died May 10, 1813; that she is a pensioner of the United States at the rate of $100 per 
annum.  She signed this application with her mark.] 
 
[f p. 19: On March 4, 1853 in Loudoun County Virginia, Hugh Rogers, 85 last May, gave 
testimony that when he was a well grown boy during the revolutionary war he remembers that 
John Camp, who was called Sargeant Major Camp, came to the neighborhood recruiting men for 
Lee's Corps of Cavalry; that John Swart volunteered in such service; that he, deponent, was at 
the home of Swart's father when Swart departed for the service; that Swart was gone about 3 
years and returned after being honorably discharged; that Swart emigrated in 1793 to Kentucky 
where he died many years ago. 

] 
 
[f p. 20: William R. Swart, 65, gave testimony in Loudoun County Virginia on July 21, 1853 that 
he is the son of James Swart, deceased, a soldier of the revolution and the stepson of Margaret 
Swart, his father's widow; that he was present at the marriage of his father to Margaret Thomas at 
the house of Thomas Rogers on Stoner Creek in Bourbon County Kentucky in 1796 or 1797 
when deponent was about 8 years old; that his father died when he, deponent, was about 22 years 
old; that his father told him that he served in Lee's Corps of Cavalry and was present at Yorktown 
at the surrender of Cornwallis 

] 
 
[f p. 23: William R. Swart on December 16, 1853 in Washington County District of Columbia 
gave another affidavit in which he said he is a resident of Fauquier County Virginia and the son 
of James Swart and stepson of Margaret Swart; that he has often heard his father say that he was 
in the service in Lee's Corps and was at the taking of Cornwallis; that his father was in service 
with William Burr Harrison known as Major Burr Harrison and James Hixon but he does not 
know if they were under the same officers with his father; that said Harrison purchased his 
father's bounty land claim for his service in the revolution.] 
 
[f p. 26: On November 7, 1853 in Mason County Kentucky, Samuel Swart gave testimony that 
he is the 3rd child of James and Margaret Swart; that his sister Phebe was born April 11, 1797; 
that his parents 2nd child George was born January 25, 1799 and that he, deponent, was born 
May 27, 1803 and is now 50 years old; that his parents were married in 1796; he also 
authenticated the Bible record showing the births of the children of his parents as being in the 
handwriting of his father. 

] 
 
[f p. 64] 
 This is to certify, that it appears from a list in this office of such Officers and Soldiers of 



the Virginia Continental Line as settled their accounts and received certificates for the balance of 
their full pay, according to an act of assembly, passed the November session 1781, directing the 
Auditors of Public Accounts to settle and adjust the pay and accounts of said Officers and 
Soldiers from the first January 1777 to 31st December 1781, (see Hening's Statutes at Large, vol. 
10, p. 462,) that a settlement was made on the 20th day of August 1783 in the name of James 
Swart as Soldier Cavalry and evidence of the indebtedness of the State to him was £53.15, 
delivered to himself but as the original settlements or copies thereof or not to be found in this 
office, the term of service embraced therein cannot be stated. 
    Given under my hand at the First Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
    20th day of November 1852. 
       S/ Ro Johnston 
 [No Seal of Office]     First Auditor 
 
[Facts in file: Margaret Swart, widow of the veteran, had a half brother John Nudigate, son of 
William Nudigate, living in Mason County, KY in 1853.] 
 
[Veteran's widow was pensioned at the rate of $100 per annum commencing March 4th, 1848 for 
her husband's service as a private in the Virginia Continental line.] 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
The Virginia State Library online collection relating to bounty land claims may the gains that 
state contains the following document relating to this veteran: 
 
I certify that James Swart has served as a private in Lt. Colo. Lee's Legion from the 15th of 
March 1780 2 this 20th of August 1783 & is enlisted for the War. 
       S/ Jos. Eggleston [Joseph Eggleston] 
       Maj. Lee's Legion 
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