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Pension application of Notly Masters 1 W5365 Mary Masters   f84SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     6/17/09: rev'd 7/7/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 5] 
South Carolina Pickens District: SS 
 On this the First day of June 1846 personally appeared before me William D. Steele 
Judge of the Court of Ordinary for said District, Mrs. Mary Masters a resident of the State and 
District aforesaid aged 70 Years, who being first duly sworn according to law doth on her oath 
make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provisions made by the act of 
Congress passed July 7th 1838 and the several acts in continuation thereof that she is the widow 
of Notly Masters who was a private in the war of the Revolution and entered the service in South 
Carolina and was at the Battle at Musgrove's Mills,2 and she thinks he was under General Cazy 
[sic, Lt. Col. Levi Casey?] and recollects to have heard her husband speak of being in several 
battles.  She further states she was married to Notly Masters on the 30th of July 1793 and he 
deceased February the 12th 1819 -- and she further states that she was married to Notly Masters 
in Pendleton District so called at that time but now Anderson District South Carolina and that she 
was married by William Bennett a Baptist preacher and has remained a widow ever since the 
death of her said Husband Spell that Notly Masters. 
      S/ Mary Masters, D her mark 
Sworn to & subscribed before me the day & year above written 
S/ William D. Steele 
 
[p 23] 
   Comptroller General's Office 
   Columbia South Carolina April 30th, 1846 
Book T 
Indent 155} Issue 24th of June 1785 to Notley Masters [sic] for Thirteen Pounds 4 S: 3 ¼ D,  
  Sterling for militia duty per account audited 
  Principal £13: 4: 3 ¼ Annual intr. £0:18:5D 
  Notley Masters 
   His account of militia duty before and since the Reduction of Charleston  
   per Colonel Anderson's Return 
   Amount Sterling £13:4:3 ¼ D 
I certify the above to be a true copy from the Records in this office 
                                                 
1 BLWt24170-160-55 
2 August 19, 1780 http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_musgroves_mill.html  
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    For Comptroller General 
    J. Aug. Black 
 
[p 28: Rachel Anderson, 69 or 70, of Pickens District SC testified on May 26, 1846, that she was 
present at the marriage of Notly Masters to Mary Hembree in the somer [summer] of 1793.  She 
signed her affidavit with her mark.] 
 
[p 29: Benjamin Dickson, Sr. of Anderson District, SC testified on May 23, 1846, that he and 
Rachel Anderson were present at the marriage of Notley Masters to Mary Hembree at Pickenses 
Mill on Rockey River Pendleton District and that they waited on the groom at that ceremony. 

] 
 
[p 38] 
State of South Carolina Pickens District:  
 Before me, personally appeared the Revent [sic, Reverend] Benjamin Nabors [sic, 
Benjamin Neighbors]3 and mad [made] oath and upon oath Saith that him selfe and Notley 
Masters turned out volunteers Before the Reduction of Charlestown under Capt Thomas Doggins 
[sic, Thomas Dugan] and leftenant [sic, Lieutenant] Levy Casey [sic, Levi Casey] and Was in 
Surves [service] three mont [months] with Notley Masters and was Personly [personally] 
acquainted with Notley Masters and he Said he new [knew] nothing more of him untell [until] 
peace was mad [made] and after peace was mad [made] he came Back and Shinggles my 
Brauthers havs [sic, shingled my brother's house?] and I new [knew] him for some several year 
[years] and he move [moved] away out of the sittlement [settlement].  I Benjamin Nabors [am] 
astate [a state] Pensioner Doe [do] Surtify [Certify] this to be a true fact. 
Sworn to and subscribed before made this the 25th day of December 1846 
S/ R. T. Stewart, M. P. D. 
     S/ Benjamin Nabors, X his mark 
 
[p 51:  On January 28, 1850 in Pickens District South Carolina John Anderson, aged 80, gave 
testimony that he was acquainted with Mary Hembree in 1792 and also with Notley Masters; that 
they were married July 30th, 1793 by William Bennett a Baptist Preacher; that affiant got married 
in November 1795 and lived near Masters in his wife until they had 3 children, Charlotte, Martha 
and Washington; affiant remembers that the affiants eldest daughter was married in 12 months 
after affiant was married; that affiant was living in Newberry District South Carolina within 
about 18 miles of the veteran and his wife.] 
 
[p 8:  On May 4, 1855 in Anderson District South Carolina, the widow applied for her bounty 
land entitlement as the widow of a revolutionary war soldier.  She signed this document with her 
mark.] 
 
[p 11: On December 6th, 1867 in Milton County Georgia, Charlotte Drennan, 56, filed a claim 

                                                 
3 Benjamin Neighbors S19000 

http://revwarapps.org/s19000.pdf


stating that she is the daughter and heir of Mary Masters (widow of Notly Masters); that her 
mother died in Milton County Georgia at the residence of Joseph W. Drennan on the 11th day of 
June 1865; that her mother's children were by the names of William Masters, James Masters, 
Zackias Masters and Charlotte Drennan, only surviving children -- that William, James and 
Zackias Masters did take up arms and aided in the late rebellion but that claimant was loyal to 
the US government and seeks restoration to the pension list. 

] 
[Facts in file: Veteran and his wife had a daughter named Patsy who was born in 1794 according 
to Rachel Anderson (p 33); in addition they had children named Charlotte, Martha [could be the 
same as Patsy?] and Washington, according to John Anderson, 84, of Pickens District SC.  The 
Reverend Edward Hembree gave testimony in Pickens District South Carolina as to the character 
of Rachel Anderson and her entitlement to full faith and credit.] 
 
[Veteran's widow was pensioned at the rate of $26 per annum commencing March 4th, 1836 
based upon her husband service as a private in the South Carolina militia.] 


