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Pension application of Thomas Dunbar W3879 1 Mary Shackelford  f30SC     fo 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves   2/12/10: rev'd 9/22/22 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
Thomas Dunbar of the Parish of Saint Philips Charleston -- Bachelor & Mary Withers of the 
Parish of Prince George -- Spinster -- were married in the Dwelling-House of Mrs. Eliz: Withers 
of the Parish of Prince George -- widow -- by license this 2nd day of September Anno Domini 
1784 by me S. F. Warren of the Parish of St. James's Santee – Clerk. 
      Tho. Dunbar 
      Mary Withers 
This marriage was solemnized between the us in the presence of John Buchanan and Will 
Withers 
I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of an entry made in a Book now in my 
possession titled "Register of Marriages same James Santee -- Craven County -- Given under my 
hand the 26 day of May 1845 
S/ Thomas Labie [?], Ordinary 
 
State of Georgia McIntosh County 
 I Mary Shackelford heir at law of Thomas Dunbar, do upon oath, testify and declare, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief that the said Thomas Dunbar served as a Lieutenant in the 
South Carolina Line in the Revolution; but as to the date of his entering the service and his term 
of service, this Deponent cannot speak with certainty, but would refer to the Records of the 
proper Department in Washington, where the name of said Thomas Dunbar his return among 
those entitled to bounty land from the United States.  I further declare that I have never received 
a warrant for the bounty land promised to the said Thomas Dunbar on the part of the United 
States; nor do I believe that he ever received it, or transferred his claim to it in any manner 
whatsoever: therefore 
 Know all men by these Presents, that I Mary Shackelford aforesaid, do hereby constitute 
and appoint P G Washington to be my true and lawful attorney, for me and in my name to 
demand and receive from the Secretary of War of the United States, a warrant for the gratuity of 
land due to me as aforesaid -- with power of substitution, for the special purposes aforesaid. 
     S/ Mary Shackelford 

      
State of Georgia McIntosh County: Personally appeared before me Samuel Palmer one of the 
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Justices of the Inferior Court for said County Mrs. Mary Shackelford a resident of the said 
County and State aged about eighty years who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on 
her oath make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by 
the act of Congress passed July 7th 1838 entitled "An Act granting half pay and pensions to 
certain widows," That she was married to Thomas Dunbar in the Parish of Prince George 
Winyaw in the State of South Carolina on the 2nd day of September A.D. 1784 by the Reverend 
Samuel F. Warren, as appears by the Parish Register regularly kept, and now deposited in the 
office of the Ordinary for Charleston District in the State of South Carolina.  That the said 
Thomas Dunbar was a Captain or at least commanded a company in the United States Army 
during the Revolutionary War; but what the nature of the service in which he was engaged this 
Deponent cannot say, as he had resigned his commission before their marriage; but is satisfied 
that he must have served several years but presumes that the records of the War Department 
would afford the best information on this point.  That her husband the said Thomas Dunbar died 
about the year 1790.  That she was not married to him prior to his leaving the the service, but that 
the marriage took place previous to the first of January 1794 viz.: at the time above stated.  This 
Deponent further swears that she removed to the State of Georgia from South Carolina in the 
year 1835; that she believes that the said Thomas never during his lifetime received the bounty to 
which he was entitled as an Officer of the Revolution, nor any equivalent or commutation thereof 
-- nor has she this Deponent since his death.  This Deponent further swears that from her extreme 
age and consequent bodily infirmity, she is unable to leave her place of residence to make this 
her affidavit in open Court. 
     S/ Mary Shackelford 

      
[Note:  The following record no longer exist among the Audited Accounts in the South Carolina 
archives] 
     Comptroller General’s Office 
     Columbia South Carolina May 28 [18]45 
Book A 
Indent 102} Issued to Lieutenant Thomas Dunbar under date 6th of June 1783 4 8 Hundred and 
17 Pounds 8 Shillings and £0.02 Sterling past 1st May 1780 for per the General Orders for Pay 
and Subsistence 21 May 1783 per the Auditor Generals Certificate. 
Principal £817.8.2 Interest £57.4.4 
I certify the above to be a true copy from the Records of this Office 
   4 Comptroller General   
    S/ I Laval 
I certify that I Laval whose signature appears to the foregoing Certificate is the duly appointed 
Clerk of the Comptroller’s Office at Columbia 
   S/ M. Laval Comptroller General 
 
United States of America: South Carolina District 
 Personally appeared the Reverend P. Trapier Keith assistant minister of St. Michael's 
Church in the City of Charleston, who being duly sworn deposeth, That he is personally 
acquainted with Mrs. Mary Shackelford the widow of Francis Shackelford, and formerly the 
widow of Thomas Dunbar an officer of the Revolution.  That Francis Shackelford the last 



husband of Mrs. Mary Shackelford died in the year 1805 or thereabouts, as Deponent as far back 
as his recollection extends always remembers the said Mary Shackelford as a widow.  This 
Deponent further swears that the said Mary Shackelford widow, is quite old and infirm. 
     S/ P. Trapier Keith 
 

 
 
[The veteran’s former widow was pensioned at the rate of $320 per annum commencing March 
4, 1836.] 


