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Pension application of George Leonard W3834 Susanna Leonard  f29VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      9/23/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Virginia Augusta County: SS 
 On this the 6th day of October 1842 personally appeared before John Wayt – a justice of 
the peace in and for the County and State aforesaid Mrs. Susannah Leonard (formerly Susanna 
Kendrick) a resident of the County and State aforesaid aged seventy-nine years (widow of 
George Leonard deceased) who first being duly sworn according to law doth on her oath make 
the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of 
Congress passed July 7th 1838: That she is the widow of George Leonard deceased who was a 
soldier in the war of the Revolution and who died 17th day of February 1819 [date written over 
and uncertain, could be 1818 or 1817]1 
 She has frequently heard her husband the said George Leonard speak of his services 
during the War of the revolution, that he enlisted under Captain Belfield as a Dragoon but how 
long he served she cannot say, that he also served as a Waggoner and she has heard him say that 
John Hughes was the quarter master and Colonel Washington was the Colonel, she has heard him 
speak of the Battles he was engaged in, she thinks he was at a Battle at or near Savannah 
Georgia, she has heard him speak of being in other Battles but cannot speak definitively 
concerning any engagement owing to her bad memory, which is much impaired by age, that she 
was married to the said George Leonard in Berks County Hudlebury [probably Heidelberg ?] 
Township Pennsylvania by Parson Emanuel Shultz and that she has remained a widow ever since 
the death of her above mentioned deceased husband, as will more fully appear from prove hereto 
annexed.  That she removed to this County sometime in the year 1797 she thinks and has 
remained here ever since. 
       S/ Susannah Leonard, X her mark 
 
[p 6: Certificate dated October 10, 1842 given by the clerk of court of Augusta County stating 
that the estate of George Leonard was probated February 9, 1820; that he died intestate and 
having made distributions to his children during his lifetime; that the children to whom he made 
distributions are as follows: George Leonard, Adam Leonard [? first name very faint and 
unclear], Susannah Leonard now Susanna Hildebrand, Elizabeth Leonard, all of the foregoing 
being over the age of 21; as well as the following minor children, Catharine Leonard, John 
Leonard, Margaret Leonard, Samuel Leonard, and Jacob Leonard.] 
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[p 11] 
This is to Certify that George Leonard of Heidelberg Township Berks County – 
Hath enlisted himself as a waggoner or team Driver to serve in the Army of the United States of 
America for the space of twenty-three months unless sooner discharged in consideration whereof 
he is to receive pay at the rates of ten pounds per month, and one ration per day and in case the 
said George Leonard produce a Certificate from the waggoner master of his good behavior after 
six months service he shall receive a suit of clothes provided his enlistment be for one year or 
[paper damaged and text compromised] 
 In witness whereof the parties have hereto set their hands this 24th day of January 1779 
    S/ Jno. Hughes Q M 1st Regt L. D. 
    S/ George Leonard 

 
 
[p 13] 
 I do Certify that the Bearer George Leonard has not received his pay, or any part of it, as 
a Waggoner, agreeable to his Enlistment from the 24th day of November 1779, to the first day of 
July 1780 which is due you. 
 Given under my hand this 9th day of January 1781 
    S/ J. Belfield 



     Capt. & Pay Master to 1st Regt. L. D. [Light Dragoons] 

 
[p 14] 
I do Certify that George Leonard served in the first Regiment Light Dragoons in the service of 
the United States of America the time for which he engaged as a good Soldier and an honest 
Man.  Given under my hand this 10th day of January 1781 
      S/ J. Belfield, Capt. L. Dragoons 

 
 
[Veteran's widow was pensioned at the rate of $95.83 per annum commencing March 4th, 1836, 
for her husband service as a Dragoon in the Regiment commanded by Colonel William 
Washington for 23 months.] 


