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Pension application of Joseph Todd W3055  Mary Todd   f49NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 7/18/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 12] 
State of Kentucky, Madison County} SS 
 On this 13 day of August 1832 personally appeared in open Court before William 
Goodloe, Jacob S. White, & Joseph Turner – Justices of the County Court for the County of 
Madison aforesaid now sitting, Joseph Todd a resident of said County aged seventy-four years, 
who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in 
order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers & 
served as herein stated. 
 That in 1776 he went on a Campaign against the Cherokee Indians1 from Rowan County 
in North Carolina that Robert Moore was his Captain, Myrick Davis Lieutenant & Joseph 
Cunningham Ensign, General Rutherford [Griffith Rutherford] was commander, that they 
traversed the Indian Country, burnt their Towns & laid waste their cornfields – that they served in 
this Campaign about six months.  That he again served a tour of duty in the militia, went from 
same County, Rowan, in the latter part of the year 1780 or beginning of the year 1781 – that 
during this Tour the detachment to which he belonged fell in with General Morgan [Daniel 
Morgan] at the Yadkin River in North Carolina, who was then retreating towards Virginia before 
Cornwallis after the war Battle of the Cowpens [January 17, 1781] with the British Prisoners – 
that he went on as one of the Guard of the Prisoners & conducted them into Virginia where we 
were met by the Virginia Militia who took charge of them.  On this Tour Myrick Davis was his 
Captain – that he served on this Tour of about three months – that after his return he was again 
during 1781 frequently called out in scouting parties for short periods – that he is confident 
during the whole war he Served between nine & 12 months. 
 That he has no documentary evidence, by which he can prove his services, can prove 
them by Thomas Todd, has resided in Madison County about 35 years. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
 Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
      S/ Joseph Todd, X his mark 
We Thomas Todd, Nathanael Simms & Will. Todd residents of Madison County Kentucky do 
hereby certify that we are well acquainted with Joseph Todd who has subscribed & sworn to the 
foregoing declaration, that we believe him to be 74 years of age – that he is reputed & believed 
to have been a soldier of the Revolution & we concur in that opinion – the said Thomas Todd 
notes that he knows he was in the Revolution as stated in his declaration – the said Will. Todd 
                                                 
1 http://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/revolution_cherokee_expedition_1776.html  
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notes that he is his Brother & always understood he was a Revolutionary Soldier, and the said 
Simms has long known him & understood from his Father that he was a soldier of the 
Revolution. 
 Sworn & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. S/ Thos. Todd, X his mark 
        S/ Nathanl. Sims, X him mark 
        S/ William Todd 

       
 
[p 8:  On December 12, 1844 in Madison County Kentucky, Mary Todd, aged 84 as of November 
12 last, made application for a widow’s pension as the widow of Joseph Todd, a revolutionary 
war pensioner; that he died December 30, 1842; that she married him in the month of May 1779 
in Rowan County North Carolina; that she has not intermarried since the death of her husband; 
that the record of the births of her children is set down in a family Bible which has been taken to 
the state of Indiana and she is therefore unable to state the ages of her children from memory.  
She signed her application with her mark.] 
 
[p 17: marriage bond issued in Rowan County, NC to Lawrence Snap and Joseph Todd condition 
upon the marriage of said Joseph Todd to Mary Barry, dated May 3, 1779.] 
 
[Veteran died December 30, 1842; Mary Barry born November 12, 1760; they had at least two 
sons, the eldest (unnamed in the file) was dead by 1861, and Benjamin born January 7, 1781.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $30 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service as 
a private for 9 months in the North Carolina militia.  His widow was pensioned in a like amount.] 


