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   Transcribed by Will Graves    9/15/08 
State of Illinois, Jefferson County 
 On this 12th day of September 1836 personally appeared before the Judge of the Court of 
Probate of the County and State aforesaid Jennet Gaston a resident of Jefferson County and State 
of Illinois aged 94 years, who, being first duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath, make 
the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made the act of 
Congress, passed July 4th, 1836.  That she is the widow of John Gaston Deceased late of Chester 
District State of South Carolina who was a private of the Mounted Militia under the Command of 
General Sumpter [sic, Thomas Sumter], That previous to General Sumter's organization he the 
said John Gaston performed 7 tours of duty to suppress the collection of Tories and one tour of 3 
months against the Cherokee Indians, Officers not recollected, that Captain McClure was the 
Captain he served on the first, and after he the said Captain Carr was killed, Captain Steel 
commanded, previous to the battle of The Rocky Mount he the said John Gaston was taken 
prisoner and in a few days paroled yet ventured to aid in that Battle of Rocky Mount and that at 
hanging rock the Sabbath following where he had 2 brothers fall and one wounded, he had 
another Brother fall at Savannah as Captain of a regular Company -- That the said John Gaston 
being a quack doctor was employed by General Sumter to dress the wounds he the said General 
received at Broad River, and was from that time with the person of General Sumter to the best of 
her recollection as a Surgeon till after the Battle of Eutaw Springs, when he was dismissed.  That 
the said John Gaston was in 5 or 6 battles and skirmishes and was 5 years in the service of his 
Country without ever receiving a compensation. 
 She further declares that she was married to the said John Gaston previous to the 
revolutionary war.  That the record of their marriage was lost when the British and Tories robbed 
them of nearly all their property.  But that she recollects their 3rd child was Born the first day of 
January 1777.  That she has no record of the services of her husband the said John Gaston.  That 
he the said John Gaston her husband died some time in January 1808, and that she has remained 
a widow ever since that period as will more fully appear by reference to the proof hereto 
annexed.    S/ Jannet Gaston, X her mark 
Sworn to and subscribed, on the day and year above written before me this 12th day of 
September 1836    S/ Joel Pace, Judge of Probate 
The following questions were put to the above Jennet Gaston while on oath. 
What was sure maiden name? Ans: Jannet Knox 
By whom were you married? Ans: By Father-in-law John Gaston Senior Esquire 
Of what complaint did your husband the aforesaid John Gaston die?  Ans: the Influenza. 
     S/ Jannet Gaston, X her mark 
[Zadok Casey and Edward Maxey, a preacher of the gospel, gave the standard supporting 
affidavit as to the moral character of the claimant and the reputation of her husband as a 
revolutionary soldier.] 
 
State of Illinois, Marion County 
 Personally appeared before me a Justice of the Peace of Marion County State aforesaid, 
William Gaston1 Senior and after being duly sworn according to law saith That he the witness 

                                                 
1 William Gaston S32265 
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was acquainted with John Gaston Deceased husband of the applicant for the benefit of the 
provision made by the act of Congress passed July 4th, 1836 the now a widow Jannet Gaston, 
previous to the revolution war.  That before the marriage of the said John Gaston and Jennet 
Knox they lived on fishing Creek Chester County State of South Carolina, they were married the 
fall of 1768.  That the said John Gaston Deceased was a private in the mounted Militia under 
Captain McClure and the fighting Commenced sometime in the year 1774 and ‘75.  That the first 
campaign was the Snowy Camps that after performing several routes they were regularly 
organized under General Sumter, before the Battles of Rocky Mount and Hanging-rock.  That the 
said John Gaston was in those Battles and was a faithful soldier and a true Whig till the close of 
the war.  That the said John Gaston had 3 Brothers killed and one wounded in that war and was 
once robbed by the British and Tories of nearly all their property.  That the witness made their 
house his home from the organization of Sumter until after the war.  That the said John Gaston 
has been dead about 20 years and that the applicant the widow Jannet Gaston of Jefferson 
County State of Illinois is the widow of the said John Gaston Deceased and never has been 
married again to any other person whatever.   S/ William Gaston, X his mark 
Sworn to and subscribed on the 22nd day of August 1836 before. 
       S/ Josiah Fiske, JP 


